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THE second lesson at 
Evensong at Christ Church 
Cathedral on Wednesday, 2 
April was read in Swedish, the 
lilting unfamiliar words giving 
an added sense of history to 
the occasion. They were read 
by Jan-Olof Johansson, 
Diocesan Dean of Vaxjo to 
mark the signing of a 
Covenant between the Diocese 
of Vaxjo in southern Sweden, 
and the Diocese of Oxford. 

Welcoming the Swedish visi- 
tors, the Bishop of Oxford, 
Richard Harries, said that the 
great Biblical concept of 
covenant - an unbreakable 
promise - is a reminder of 
God’s promise to his people. 
Our two dioceses are very sim- 
ilar in some ways but in other 
ways very different, he said, so 
that each will be able to learn 
from the other. The congrega- 
tion broke into applause as the 
Bishop of Vaxjo, Anders 
Wejryd and Bishop Richard 
signed the Covenant document 
at the end of the service. 



The signing of the Covenant 
was a very important moment, 
said Bishop Anders as he pre- 
sented Bishop Richard with a 
Bible in Swedish. He said that 
the Church of England and the 
Church of Sweden had been in 
communion since 1921 and 
that the two dioceses face sim- 
ilar problems such as how to 
build bridges into increasingly 
secularised societies. 

The Covenant’s commitments 
include forming ‘a fellowship 
of prayer’ through friendships 
at deanery and parish level and 
sharing ‘good experiences’ 
in mission and ministry. 

Bishop Anders spent four 
days in the Oxford Diocese. 
With him came a large party 
from Vaxjo including the 
Diocesan Secretary and 15 of 
the 16 area deans. They visited 
Diocesan Church House in 
Oxford and spent a day in the 
Wycombe Deanery. 

Bishop Anders talks to the Editor page 5 
Vaxjo in the Wycombe Deanery page 18 



THE COVENANT 

We, the Diocese of Vaxjo in 
the Church of Sweden and 
the Diocese of Oxford in the 
Church of England, rejoicing 
in the faith which we share 
and recognising 

• that we are part of the 
one, holy, catholic and apos- 
tolic Church of Jesus Christ, 

• that, as members together 
of the body of Christ, we 
share in God's mission to the 
world for which his Son 
died, 

• that our situations (as 
national churches in secu- 



larised western societies), 
our histories and our struc- 
tures are similar and that we 
have much to learn from 
each other as we face the 
challenges and opportunities 
that we share, commit our- 
selves to a covenant of part- 
nership within the Porvoo 
Communion and to making 
the provisions of the Porvoo 
Common Statement* con- 
crete reality within the life 
of both dioceses. 

* committed Anglican churches of 
the British Isles to communion with 
the Lutheran Churches of the Nordic 
and Baltic nations. 




TWO INTO ONE DOES GO The formal signing of the Covenant of Partnership between the Dioceses of Oxford and Vaxjo 
took place in Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford on 2 April 2003. Pictured from left to right are: the Revd Tony Dickinson, 
European Contact for the Oxford Diocese; the Revd Jan-Olof Johansson, Diocesan Dean of Vaxjo; the Bishop of Oxford; the 
Bishop of Vaxjo; the Revd Christopher Meakin, Area Dean of Kinnevald and Diocesan Ecumenical Officer. Photo: Frank Blackwell 
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Mission 




in brief 




Sharing Life searching for God being found by God 

connectedness questing and questioning pilgrimage and discovery 
doing justice to spirituality unceasing prayer the still point 

Centred on God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 



Early planning 

IF 1 November is to be an 
effective encourager, we will 
need to work both before it 
and after it! Plans will need 
to be prayed about and 
thought through before All 
Saints' day. Then the weeks 
after All Saints Day will see 
those plans worked out. 

Conversations are beginning 
to happen as Bishop 
Richard's request becomes 
known. Through The DOOR, 
and quite shortly through the 
diocesan website, many more 
of us can be praying, thinking 
and talking with others about 
what we might want to do. 
Those of us who are PCC 
members or are in a group 
responsible for developing the 
prayer life of our church will 
be well placed to see that the 
whole congregation is drawn 
into the Prayer Mission. 

Resources and 
sharing ideas 

Over the months leading up 
to 1 November, The DOOR 
will carry stories of what is 
happening across the Diocese. 
Those of us with access to 
the Diocesan website will be 
able to print off resources 
and also contribute to those 
resources. Barbara Doubtfire 
at Diocesan Church House or 
pdaoxf@oxford.anglican.org 
is co-ordinating these sto- 
ries, ideas and information as 
they become available. Our 
hope is that through this 
exchange, individuals and 
groups will become more and 
more involved. If your 
response is ‘I/We have a good 
idea to share’ or ‘We could do 
that!’ then 

PLEASE BE IN TOUCH 




A message from Bishop Richard 

Bishops’ Prayer Mission 

IN the consultations that led up to Sharing Life, there were many 
requests from parishes and deaneries for bishops to lead a ‘prayer 
mission’. We had one of these about ten years ago, led by myself. 

Bede Frost once wrote, ‘To pray and to teach others to pray, this is 
all. Given this, everything else follows.’ That is why the very first principle of Sharing 
Life is ‘Centred on God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit’, and the priority arising from this 
focuses on ‘unceasing prayer’. 

May I ask you to put Saturday 1 November, All Saints’ Day, in your diary and let oth- 
ers know about it? On that day a Bishop in each of our archdeaconries will mark the 
start of a ‘prayer mission’. The theme will be ‘Your Kingdom 
Come!’, fitting in with the liturgical period of the ‘Kingdom ( ^ J 

Season’ (All Saint’s tide) and Advent. 



To ponder and pray . 



TO clasp the hands in prayer 
is the beginning of an upris- 
ing against the disorder of 
the world. Karl Barth 



MILLIONS find delight and 
inspiration listening to classi- 
cal music. Millions more find 
that it is through literature, 
theatre, opera, film and the 
visual arts that they derive 
insight and meaning . . . the 
arts are the most important 
feature of their lives, giving 
force to Tillich’s view that we 
all have an ‘ultimate concern’, 
that which we take with utter 
seriousness. In contrast . . 
what is offered by the church- 
es can seem stale and thin. 
For too many it is the arts, 
rather than institutional reli- 
gion, which engages them 
most seriously. 

Richard Harries 



. . . SO often we mistake the 
signs of prayer for signs of an 
inability to pray. Such marks 
as searching in darkness, 
aching for fulfilment, yearning 
for God in the midst of confu- 
sion and perplexity, are signs of 
living prayer. For prayer is 
directed towards the vision of 
the Kingdom of God. According 
to St Gregory of Nyssa, there is 
an ancient version of the Lord’s 
Prayer in which the phrase 
‘Your Kingdom, Come’ is 
replaced by ‘May your Holy 
Spirit come upon us and purify 
us. ’The Spirit stands for new- 
ness, the new age, a new level 
of human progress. S/he is the 
Spirit of the Age to Come, the 
initiator of a new order . . . 
Prayer which lacks this future 
orientation is bound to 
become settled and at ease, a 
victim of false peace. 

Kenneth Leech 



Through voices declaring 
ecological outrage 
Your Kingdom, Come! 

Through those working for 

more equitable 

world markets and release of 

debt burdens 

Your Kingdom, Come! 

Through inter-spirituality in 
the waiting 

Your Kingdom, Come! 

Through the strivings of 
those who seek to express 
Life and truth through the 
way of the arts 
Your Kingdom, Come! 

Through yearnings for life to 
have meaning 

And to live in connectedness 
with our local neighbours, 
with other cultures and 
races 

Your Kingdom, Come! 



All Saints’ Day Events 

The Archdeaconry All Saints’ Day Events will run from 10.30am - 3.30pm. No booking 
is necessary - simply turn up! Further information about these days will appear in 
The DOOR as it becomes available, or through the parish development advisers: 

Andrew Gear pdabucks@oxford.anglican.org 
Barbara Doubtfire pdaoxf@oxford.anglican.org 
Judi Hattaway pdaberks@oxford.anglican.org 



To be a St Birinus Pilgrim 



ARE you feeling energetic? You 
could follow in the footsteps of 
St Birinus, and raise money for 
a good cause into the bar- 
gain P.The St Birinus’ Pilgrimage 
2003 takes place on Sunday 6 
July, and combines walking, 
local history, a service in 
Dorchester Abbey and a 
mouth-watering barbecue sup- 
per. The pilgrimage follows the 
historic 12-mile route of St 



Birinus, a 7th-century evange- 
list, from Churn Knob to 
Dorchester Abbey. A five-mile 
version leaves from Brighton- 
cum-Sotwell. The collection in 
Dorchester Abbey will raise 
money for Douglas House, a 
hospice for teenagers and young 
people, to be situated alongside 
Helen House. 

For a programme contact Canon 
John Crowe on 01865 340007. 



Church with a welcome sign 



ST Mary’s Church in Banbury 
hosted a staff training day 
organised by Banbury Homes 
and Shaftesbury Housing 
Group, a Christian housing 
organisation. The day was 
held to outline the 
Government’s Supporting 
People programme that came 
into force on 1 April. This has 
been described as one of the 



‘biggest and most challenging 
changes to supported housing 
in 40 years’. 

The Revd Janet Chapman, 
Vicar of St Mary’s, said: ‘It has 
always been our aim to see the 
church at the heart of the com- 
munity and we are delighted 
that we now have a building 
capable of hosting a wide 
range of activities.’ 



Resources with attitude 



‘THE ten most hurtful things 
you can say to your worship 
team’ is one of the topics cov- 
ered in a range of key seminars 
at this year’s National 
Christian Resources 

Exhibition. The four-day event 
(13-16 May) will also cover 
the biblical principles govern- 
ing spontaneity, working with 
children and young people, as 



well as how to manage and 
motivate your worship team. 
The event, at Sandown Park 
Exhibition Centre, Esher, will 
be opened by the Revd Joel 
Edwards, who advises atten- 
dees to ‘reserve a whole day - 
you’ll need every hour of it.’ 
For information and to book tickets, 
ring 01844 271476 or 

enquiries@resourcex.co.uk 



How to live in the fast lane 



‘CAN I ever mesh work and 
family life together? Life in 
the Fast Lane, on 20 May at 
Oxford Brookes University, 
sees best-selling Christian 
author Rob Parsons sharing 
some of the principles con- 
tained in his book The Heart 
of Success. The event, organ- 
ised by Care for the Family, 
will help you to tackle life 



and work issues, lead a more 
balanced lifestyle, discover 
your ‘Factor X’ and fulfil 
your dreams. Life in the Fast 
Lane takes place at Oxford 
Brookes’ Headington 

Campus on Tuesday at 
7.30pm. Tickets cost £5. 

To book ring 029 2081 0800, or 
visit www.care-for-the-family-org.uk 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISING 

PUBLIS HE R , 

In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement, or part of an advertisement, the publisher will either 
re- insert the advert or make a reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost of the advert. 

In no circumstances shall the total liability of the publisher be that for 
any error ormisprint or omission exceed 

(a) the full amount of a full refund of the price paid to the publisher for 
theadvertisement in connection with which liability arose or 

(b) the cost of a further or corrected advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which the 
liability arose. 

COPY. 

All copy is subject to approval of the publisher who reserves the right 
to refuse, amend, withdraw or otherwise deal with advertisements 
submitted to them at their discretion and without explanation. 
CANCELLATION. 

Advertisements, once booked can be cancelled no later than 7 days 
prior to thepublication date. 

BQX NUMBERS. 

Box number replies will be forwarded as soon as possible. We do not 
accept liability in respect of any loss or damage alleged to have arisen 
through delay in forwarding such replies, however caused. 
ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION. 

We are able to receive copy electronically by ISDN and E-mail. Please 
liaise with your customer account manager to establish the format in 
which the copy should be sent. 

CREDIT TERMS. 

1 . All accounts must be paid within 14 days of date of invoice unless a 
credit account is opened. Advertisers given a credit status must settle 
invoices within 28 days of the date of invoice. The existence of a query 
on an individual account does not affect the due date of payment. 

2. All advertisers are subject to VAT at the current rate where 
applicable. 

3. All advertisers must raise a query with regard to an invoice within 7 
days of the date of the invoice. We will aim to reply to any queries 
raised within 7 days of a written receipt of the query. 
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News 



Downland clergy help young people ‘sort it out’ 



A hopper bus to run young 
people to and from local 
towns, a mobile cyber-cafe in 
a double-decker bus, and an 
inter-village football compe- 
tition are some of the pro- 
jects that are being launched 
in the Downlands area, 
north and west of Newbury, 
Berkshire, as a result of a 
year long consultation with 
young people. 

The consultation has been 
led by the Downland Youth 
Network (DYN), a volun- 
tary group founded in April 
2002 to bring together those 



concerned with young 
people in the area. 
Among the founders 
were two local clergy, 
the Revd John Townend, 
a local priest and Diocesan 
Rural Officer for Berkshire 
and the Revd Lady Denise 
Brown who chairs the 
Network. John Townend 
said: ‘There are a huge num- 
ber of children and young 
people in the Downlands 
area. 30% of the population 
are aged between five and 
24. We want to give these 
children and young people 



Mark Lead beater reports 



an equal share of the facili- 
ties their urban friends enjoy 
and equal opportunities to 
use the services that exist.’ 
The consultation has 
included a questionnaire and 
public meetings but the cli- 
max was the production of a 
video entitled ‘Sort It Out!’ 
Over 50 people gathered in 
the Downs School, Compton 
on the evening of Wednesday 
9 April to watch the video 



which was produced 
entirely by young peo- 
ple. It was a powerful 
presentation outlining 
the issues young people 
face growing up in the coun- 
tryside. The evening also 
included a brainstorming 
session for practical solu- 
tions to problems. 
Suggestions included using 
text messages and a website 
to announce events and 
gatherings, volunteer rotas 
of minibus drivers and youth 
councils. 

The issues most important 



to the young people are lack 
of recreation facilities, lack 
of flexible transport, a short- 
age of volunteer help to run 
activities and a lack of 
affordable housing to allow 
young people to remain in 
the villages. Perhaps most 
importantly, young people 
needed to feel valued by their 
communities, and in spite of 
the title of the video, the 
young people expressed a 
strong desire to work with 
the adult members of the 
communities to make their 
villages better places to live. 



Diocesan role for 
Newbury youth officer 

IAN Macdonald has been 
appointed as the Diocesan 
Youth Adviser. Many of you 
will know Ian. He has been 
the Director of Youth 
Ministry at St Nicolas, 
Newbury and is already 
involved in Youth Work 
Essentials, running Yellow 
Braces this year and leading 
the youth visit to Kirchentag. 
He starts full-time on 1 June, 
but will be working for one 
day a week until then, so do 
not hesitate to get in touch 
with him if you want help on 
01865 208257 or youthoffi- 
cer@oxford.anglican.org 



Swedish visitors welcomed at Diocesan Church House 




THE BISHOP OF OXFORD (pictured above centre) welcomed a large group of visitors from the Diocese 
of Vaxjo in Sweden to Diocesan Church House, Oxford on 3 April. The party, led by Bishop Anders 
•\Wejryd, had requested the meeting with Bishop Richard. They wanted him to talk about the rela- 
tionship between faith and art and culture and about his involvement in controversial social issues 
such as the Iraq invasion. The group of 22 laity and clergy were also here for the signing of a 
covenant between the Dioceses of Oxford and Vaxjo. To the right of Bishop Richard is Bishop 
Anders and to the left is the Revd Kerstin Bothen who is responsible for developing parish life 
particularly in the area of liturgy. On 31 March the party also visited Diocesan Church House to 
meet heads of department and to find out how our Diocese operates centrally. Photo: Frank Blackwell 



Ken Reeves killed in a traffic accident 

A popular priest, the Revd Ken Reeves, was killed in a traffic accident near Oxford on 24 March. 
After retiring from a successful career in education which included the headship of Cowley St 
John C of E Upper School, Ken went on to be ordained. He became first a non-stipendiary priest 
in Dorchester on Thames and then stipendiary Vicar of Deddington until 2000. Though officially 
retired, he continued to minister as Associate Priest in the Shill Valley and Broadshire Benefice. 
The Bishop of Dorchester presided at a Thanksgiving Eucharist for Ken’s life, at Deddington on 
16 April. The service was attended by the Bishop of Oxford and the Bishop of Ely. There will be 
a memorial service at Filkins Parish Church on 27 June at 7.30pm. A tribute will appear in the June door. 



Mothers’ Union helps to 
break the chains of debt 



PEOPLE from the Oxford 
Diocese will be travelling to 
Birmingham on 16 May to 
help with a gigantic display of 
chains made out of wool, 
corks, cotton reels, insulation 
tubes and ribbon, to name a 
few materials - created by the 
Mothers’ Union (MU) and its 
supporters. The reason? To 
draw attention to the debts 
which keeping many poor coun- 
tries enslaved to richer ones. 

The first ‘Human Chain’, cre- 
ated in 1998 in Birmingham to 
mark the G8 summit, was part 
of the lobby which first 
prompted the British 
Government to start the 
process of debt relief. 

On 16 May 2003, five years 
later to the day, Birmingham 
will again remember the 
world’s poorest nations, with a 
day long programme of events. 



As Wendy Maddison from 
Oxford Jubilee Debt Campaign 
(JDC) comments, ‘It is impor- 
tant that people know that the 
debt campaign hasn’t gone 
away. Sadly, many poor coun- 
tries remain trapped in debt 
because leaders of wealthy 
countries procrastinate over the 
need for further and faster can- 
cellation.’ A recent report from 
JDC explains that, out of the 
eleven Commonwealth coun- 
tries eligible for debt relief, only 
three have received a reduction 
in their debt stocks. 

Patrons of the Oxford JDC 
include the Bishop of Oxford, 
and Jon Snow, TV journalist 
and Chancellor of Oxford 
Brookes University. 

You can find out more on about the 
MU on www.themothersunion.org 
and about the Oxford Jubilee Debt 
Campaign, from 01865 723486. 



Cassington school family celebrate again 

AN Oxfordshire school, described by the Guardian newspaper as 
as the fourth most improved in England, has another reason to cel- 
ebrate. St Peter’s CE Primary School, Cassington, Witney, received 
a glowing Ofsted inspection report which said that good teaching 
was evident in every class with 96% of lessons observed being 
good or better. The report also said the school had very good lead- 
ership from the headteacher and strong teamwork among staff. 
Another conclusion was: ‘Individuals are valued equally and the 
school has a strong family atmosphere that helps pupils to devel- 
op self esteem and want to learn.’ 



Standing room only 
for Biblical creation 

AN estimated 120 people 
packed Tylers Green village 
hall near High Wycombe on 3 
April to hear Philip Bell from 
Answers in Genesis Ministries 
speak on ‘Battle for the Mind 
- Why Creation Matters’. 

Defending the Creation view 
that God created the universe 
in six real days, Philip Bell 
said that evolutionists claim 
that the sedimentary rock lay- 
ers and fossils all over the 
earth must have been laid 
down over millions of years. 
However, the Bible provides a 
good explanation of this same 
evidence. The numerous well- 
preserved fossils including 
some large animals, suggest 
they were buried quickly as if 
in a global flood. 

Duncan Reeve, organiser of 
the the event, said: ‘The cre- 
ation/evolution debate is the 
science of one religion 
against the science of anoth- 
er religion.’ 



St Stephen’s open house 

YOU can climb the tower at 
St Stephen’s on Saturday, 10 
March and meet the staff 
and students too. The 
Oxford theological college is 
having an open day from 
9.30am to 4.30pm and all 
are welcome. 

Ring 01865 247874 or go to 
www.ststephenshouse.ac.uk 
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Wedding and 
Bridesmaid Dresses 



Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 

Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at Discount Prices 

Telephone: 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading (0118) 9508959 
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People & places 



St Woolos Day welcome for Bishop Dominic 



Dominic Walker, the for- 
mer Bishop of Reading, was 
installed as ninth Bishop of 
Monmouth in St Woolos 
Cathedral, Newport, on 
Saturday, 29 March at 2. 30pm. 
Fittingly it was the Feast of 
St Woolos. 

The enthronement was a 
truly memorable experience 
which I shall never forget. 
The weather was perfect 
and the service was moving 
and impressive, with won- 
derful singing led by the 
cathedral choir. 

The main procession 
included representatives of 
different Churches and of 
the Order of the Good 
Shepherd to which Bishop 
Dominic belongs. The sec- 
ond procession included the 
Deans of Brecon and 



Monmouth and the 
Cathedral Canons while the 
third included our Bishops 
of Oxford, Dorchester and 
Buckingham. The sermon 
was given by Bishop 
Dominic and was stimulat- 
ing as always, with exam- 
ples of his wit - as usual! 

After the service the new 
Bishop shook hands with 
everyone, just as he did 
after his farewell service in 
Reading. There was a shut- 
tle-bus service for those 
invited to the reception at 
the Civic Centre. Among the 
guests there were Bishop 
Dominic’s mother and his 
two sisters. 

Gwynllyw - St Woolos - 
started a life of prayer in the 
late 470s and built his ‘cell’ 
on Stow Hill. He died on 



29 March, 500AD, and the 
wooden church built over 
the site of his grave became 
a place of pilgrimage. When 
it was burnt down it was 
rebuilt in stone during 
Saxon times. The Normans 
added a large nave, and the 
chancel was extended in the 
early 1960s. St Woolos 
received full cathedral status 
in 1949. 

Our love and prayers go 
with Bishop Dominic in his 
new ministry as Bishop of 
Monmouth. He will be a 
great blessing to everyone in 
the Diocese of Monmouth. 

I, like so many others, give 
thanks for his ministry here, 
and I have certainly appreci- 
ated his spiritual support. 

Marcelle Williams 



SNIPPETS 



• ‘NEVER TOO LATE: early 



intervention with families 
and children‘ is the subject 
Parents and Children 
Together’s 2003 annual lec- 
ture. It will be given by Sue 
Raikes, Chief Executive of 
Thames Valley Partnership 
at Reading Town Hall on 
14 May. 

• RAISE THE ROOF is the 

title of a sponsored walk 
organised by St Giles’ 
Cheddington on Bank 
Holiday Monday, 5 May to 
help their church roof 



appeal. The walk starts at 
10.30am from the church 
and follows an eight mile 
route partly through private 
farmland. Sponsorship 
forms from 01296 662398 
or 668281. 

• HERE COMES SUMMER 

at least in Cookham! On 
Friday 16 May St John the 
Baptist Church are organising 
a flower arranging event with 
Brenda Copas, who arranged 
the flowers at the Queen 
Mother’s funeral. It will be at 
the Soltau Centre behind 



Stubbings Church at 10:30am 
and costs £15 including lunch 
01628 476512. 

• BISHOPS, A CARDINAL 
AND A FIRE feature in a his- 
torical presentation at 
Oxford’s University Church 
on Saturday 17 May at 
7.30pm with the church 
choir. With Words by 
Anthony Wood, J Wesley, 
Newman, Anne Ridler and 
Elizabeth I and music by 
Parsons, Taverner, S Wesley, 
Guerrero and Brahms, tick- 
ets are £8 (cone. £5) and 
will support the work of 
AICM in Uganda among the 
Batwa (pygmies). 
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Vicar, cricket-lover, missionary, wine maker, 
parachute-jumper, husband, father and friend 



MY friendship with Tom 
began when my wife 
and I moved in next 
door to his family in 
1982; we were allocated 
the old vicarage tele- 
phone number, and our 
phone never stopped 
ringing with people 
wanting to speak to 
Tom. After a few days, 
my wife went to let Tom 
and his wife, Judy, know 
what was going on. It 
was the start of a deep 
and enduring friendship. 

Tom was a hugely pop- 
ular vicar. He had a 
marvellous knack of 
sensing and setting the 
mood of a service. He 
was never afraid to inject 
a little laughter if neces- 
sary. He also had the 
knack of getting his own way; within*only 
a few months of our knowing each other, 
he had somehow persuaded me to set up a 
church choir, explaining that it was ‘just 
until Christmas’. I had no real experience 
of church at all at the time, just a modicum 
of musical talent, and I was a confirmed 
agnostic. The choir didn’t disband at 
Christmas - in fact, it’s still going strong 
today - and after a few years’ exposure to 
church, I enrolled in confirmation classes 
and became confirmed at the age of 40. 
Tom knew exactly what he was doing, and 
I couldn't ask for a better gift from my best 
mate than the gift of the Christian faith. 

Ian could I have G please (sing a la Tom). 
Remember that I think it is fair to say that 
Tom couldn’t hold a note in his head. To 
be fair the tone of his voice did have great 
quality, and he would use that tone to sing 
any set of notes that came into his head. I 
can recall the look of astonishment on the 
choir's faces when purely on a random 
basis, just like winning the lottery, he 
would occasionally, perhaps once a year, 
hit the G! Marvellous. Tom didn’t know of 
course, he just got on with the service. 

He was a man of principle, a true social- 
ist. You would not catch him reading any 
of Rupert Murdoch’s publications. He was 
however prepared to let his principles slip 
just slightly if Sky TV were showing an 
international rugby match particularly if 
England were playing. I am sure that some- 
how Tom knows that England won the 
Grand Slam, the first time for eight years; 
he will be delighted. Tom not only watched 



rugby, he played it for 
Olney and latterly 
Aylesbury. He was very 
proud to play rugby once 
in the same team as his two 
sons, Toby and Tristan, as 
well as running the London 
marathon with them both. 
He also made a charity 
parachute jump at two 
thousand feet, on a foggy 
day. It’s testament to his 
courage that he didn't men- 
tion until afterwards that 
he suffered from vertigo. 

He was also passionate 
about cricket and played 
for Whitchurch and was 
always keen to arrange 
summer weddings such 
that they wouldn't clash 
with cricket commitments. 
Where this was impossible 
he would hope that they 
were fielding at the appointed hour and 
just shoot back to the church, don his cas- 
sock etc, on top of his cricket gear, trainers 
and all, conduct the service and was usual- 
ly back on the field within 40 minutes He 
also played for the Oxford Diocese, and 
intimated to me frequently that he was by 
far and away their best player! I'm sure he 
was! 

Tom of course above all was a family 
man. Conner and Maddie are newish 
arrivals of course, and I have to tell you 
that Tom made a superb grandad. Not one 
person here could fail to be impressed by 
the bond of unity that holds the family 
together. Fifty per cent of that is Judy of 
course, the remainder was and is Tom. His 
legacy to the family will not go away. The 
remarkable way that they have dealt with 
this crisis, has been truly inspirational. 

So in no particular order, Tom was loving, 
caring, handsome, stylish, thoughtful, 
provocative, sporty, musically challenged, I 
have to say occasionally irascible, a great 
husband and father, a good hugger, amus- 
ing, with deference to all the clergy here, 
the best vicar I ever known, he made a dif- 
ference to people's lives, he had great legs, 
he was simply a GREAT MAN, he was my 
best mate, and I shall miss him. Amen 

This is a short extract from a moving 
eulogy given by his friend, John Driscoll 
at Tom's funeral on 4 April which was 
attended by 600 people.. 




Tom Thorp 

Rector of Schome and Area Dean 
of Claydon who died on 
24 March, 2003 




[Eco-column 

* SPRING s here, and 

* weekends away beckon 

* seductively. But where shall 
I we go, and how? Budget 

^ airlines make it seem possi- 

* ble to go to the far end of 

I Europe for little more than 
i the cost of filling up the 
I car, but have you thought 

* about the carbon emis- 

* sions? Recreational air 

* travel is now the fastest 
i growing source of extra 
S carbon dioxide reaching 

* the atmosphere. Short-haul 

* flights are among the most 

* polluting because a smaller 
^ fraction of the flight is 

* spent at the aircraft’s cruis- 

* ing altitude. As well as car- 

* bon dioxide, aircraft flights 



are also responsible for a g 
wide range of other pollu- | 
tants reaching the upper f 
atmosphere. i 

So here is an example. | 
Take a family of four away | 
for a long weekend. Go to § 
from Oxford to Cornwall | 
in the car and you will | 
pump some 50 kg of car- | 
bon into the air. Take a | 
budget flight to southern | 
Europe, and you will put | 
320 kg of carbon into the g 
atmosphere, even if you go f 
on cheap tickets, as well as | 
the carbon produced by | 
your drive to the airport. | 
What example do we | 

Christians show to the rest | 
of the world if we thought- | 
lessly pollute our atmos- § 
phere, bequeathing future § 
generations terrible prob- g 
lems caused by climate g 
change, and hitting dispro- g 
portionately the poorest g 
parts of the world; all this g 
to give ourselves an extra g 
weekend of pleasure? g 

Ian N. James 

The Revd Dr Diocesan Ian 
James is Diocesan Environment 
Advisor You can contact him at • 
D.I.N.James@Btinternet.com * 

I 



Opportunity knocks ... 

MORE opportunities for mem- 
bers of the Oxford Diocesan 
Synod to be elected this year. 
Please think and pray about the 
work of the Boards and 
Councils being outlined month 
by month in The DOOR and 
whether your experience and 
God given gifts could contribute 
to them in the next three years. 

PIWM Partners in World 
Mission: is a fascinating and 
vibrant mix of members elect- 
ed by Synod and representa- 
tives of Anglican mission 
agencies in the Diocese. It 
promotes world mission, par- 
ticularly through partnership 
and maintains links with the 
Dioceses of Kimberley Sc 
Kuruman in South Africa and 
Vaxjo in Sweden. 

Meets usually on first Fridays 
in February and October from 
10.30 to 2pm including lunch 
together for fellowship and to 
exchange information. Also a 
stimulating 24-hour residen- 
tial meeting in May each year 
focussing on a major theme 
relating to world mission. 

Interested to know more? Contact 
Margot Hodson on 01235 224434. 
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nterview. . . 



Bishop Anders 



IKEA, ABBA AND MEATBALLS come from Sweden and so too does Anders Wejryd, Bishop 
of Vaxjo (pronounced Vecksher), our new link diocese. Here the Bishop speaks about his diocese 

which has so much in common with our own but so much that is differ- 
ent. Their church membership for instance is high at 80 per cent with an 
astonishing 50 per cent still getting confirmed. But Bishop Anders is 
impressed by the way we cope with economic problems and by the 
quality of our non-stipendiary clergy. 



interviewed by the Editor, Christine Zwart 



Bishop Anders could you 
please tell us about your 
own background 

I was ordained when I was 
24, back in 1972. Up until 
1987 I was a parish priest, 
but also studied missiology 
at the University of Uppsala 
and was active in the inter- 
national work of Church of 
Sweden. In 1987 I was called 
upon to be the leader of the 
Diaconal Institution of 
Stockholm, which, to my 
surprise, also made me 
leader of a university college 
and a fairly large hospital, 
specialized in gastroenterolo- 
gy, psychiatry and geriatrics. 
In 1995 I was appointed 
Bishop of Vaxjo. 

My wife Kajsa is basically a 
teacher. She used to be super- 
intendent of schools in a 
municipality, and is presently 
working as a consultant in 
public education for 
Pricewaterhouse Coopers. 
She is also the moderator of 
Kvinnor i Svenska kyrkan. 
Women in Church of Sweden, 
an organisation of church- 
women, lay and clergy. 

We have three children, 
Erik, a physician, Lisa, a 
priest and Johan, a student. 

Tell us about about the area 
covered by your Diocese. 

It is the second diocese from 
the south. The largest towns 
are Jonkoping (125,000), 
Kalmar (50,000) and Vaxjo 
(75,000). One of the two large 
Baltic Islands, Oland, belongs 
to the diocese. There are uni- 
versity colleges in Kalmar and 
Jonkoping and a university at 
Vaxjo. They each have around 
ten to 12, 000 students. The 



diocese is quite rural, but 
industrialized, with mostly 
small, light and rather hi- 
tech undertakings. Design, 
furniture and glass-studios 
are also important features. 
The diocese also hosts the 
origin of IKEA. 

We know very little about 
the Church in Sweden, 
please tell us more about it 

The correct name of the 
Church is Svenska kyrkan, 
or, in English: Church of 
Sweden. It is a rather 
Swedish brand of a Lutheran 
Church, which often has 
tried to be an ecumenical 
bridge-church. Swedes 
abroad often feel very much 
at home in Anglican church- 
es. Our two churches share a 
commitment for the ecu- 
menical movement. George 
Bell and Nathan Soderblom, 
Swedish archbishop until 
1931, were quite close per- 
sonal friends. 

The Church of Sweden and 
the Church of England have 
been in full communion since 
the 1920’s. The Oxford 
movement acknowledged the 
Church of Sweden as having 
full ‘apostolicity and 
catholicity’ already in 1834. 
An Anglican bishop took 
part when I was consecrated, 
and it has been like that for 
many years. 

What part does the Church 
play in Swedish life? 

Swedes look upon them- 
selves as quite secular. 
Church attendence is nor- 
mally low, except at Advent, 
Christmas, Easter and All 
Saints, when the churches often 
are full. Baptisms, weddings, 



funerals in church are normal 
and important things for most 
Swedes. But in a normal week 
there is a low attendence. 

But Church membership is 



high (about 80% of the pop- 
ulation) and membership 
also means membership fees! 

Around 610,000 people live 
within the diocese of which 
about 515, 000 are members 
of Church of Sweden. The 
free-church movement has 
its strongest area in Sweden 
around Jonkoping. 

Immigration has affected the 
religious map considerably 
and there are several eastern 
and oriental churches active 
within the diocese, four vital 
Roman Catholic congrega- 
tions and two or three 
mosques. 

We baptize around 70 % of 



the new-born and confirm 
around 50%. These are fig- 
ures that have been higher, 
and many parishes are quite 
eager to try to turn the trend 
upward. 



Is the Church of Sweden 
organized in the same 
way as ours? 

The Church was first orga- 
nized in this area by English 
missionaries in the 10th and 
11th centuries. Our diocese, 
is often called the Diocese of 
St Sigfrid. Sigfrid is said to 
have come from York, and is 
also looked upon as the bish- 
op who baptised the first 
Christian king of Sweden in 
the year 1000. 

The Church of Sweden has 
one archbishop and thirteeen 
dioceses. Two of the bishops 
are women, Lund and 
Stockholm. The role of dea- 



cons is growing. We have 
close to 1,000 deacons and 
deaconesses working full- 
time in a permanent dia- 
conate. They are looked 
upon as part of the clergy. 
There are around 3,000 
active full-time priests. The 
role of the laity in the gov- 
erning of the church is quite 
strong. There used to be 
some tension between lay 
and clergy. This has been, by 
and large, overtaken by a 
growing spirit of co-opera- 
tion, very much stimulated 
by the disestablishment of 
the Church in January 2000. 

What are your main prob- 
lems and how are you 
tackling them? 

Our church music holds a 
good standard in most con- 
gregations. At least one 
organist, often several, is 
normally working full-time 
in all benefices. I wonder 
how long we can afford this 
but at the same time, this 
means a lot to church life 
and is sometimes indeed part 
of the missionary work! 

Many parishes are quite 
busy worrying about their 
future. Our general synod 
has decided that all parish 
councils, all vicars and rec- 
tors together shall formulate 
their vision and plans. These 
plans are then handed over to 
the diocesan chapter and 
bishop to check, reformulate 
and reissue. This is a very 
interesting and challenging 
work. We have issued half of 
these plans in our diocese and 
have 180 yet to deal with. 

How did the idea for this 
Covenant come about? 

The Porvoo-agreement rec- 
ommends dioceses to form 
such links, and we thought it 



Photograph by Frank Blackwell 

very important to get in clos- 
er touch with a Church 
which has met so many simi- 
lar challenges as our Church 
and responded to them in 
both similar and different 
ways. Most Swedes speak 
some English and with an 
English diocese as partner it 
should be possible for people 
with a wide range of back- 
grounds to meet and share. 

What has most impressed 
you about the Oxford 
Diocese? 

I have been impressed by the 
number and quality of the 
non-stipendiary clergy! 

How do you think we can 
help you and vice versa? 

I think you have very much 
to give to us by showing us 
how to move on under tough 
economic conditions and 
also by allowing a wide 
range of traditions to live 
side by side. What we have 
to offer you is hard for me to 
say. Ask some of those who 
have visited us! 

What is your vision for 
this new partnership? 

Parish councils, choirs, 
youth leaders, social workers 
- there are many that would 
benefit from an exchange. 
But you will have to stop us 
if too many Swedes try to 
invade the Oxford Diocese! 

And the final blessing from 
Numbers 6:24 - 26: 

Herren valsigne er och 
bevare er. Herren late sitt 
ansikte lysa over och vare er 
nadig. Herren vande sitt 
ansikte till er och give er frid. 
I Faderns och Sonens och 
den Heliga andens namn. 

Amen! 




OXFORD 

BROOKES 

UNIVERSITY 



LANGUAGE SERVICES 

Evening. Courses 

FRENCH-SPANISH-ITALIAN-GERMAN- 

SWEDISH-JAPANESE-CHINESE-TURKISH- 

PORTUGUESE 

■ Various levels: from Absolute beginners to Advanced level 

■ 10 week course of 1.5 hours per week - Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays or Thursdays from 5.30 to 7.00 or from 7.00 to 8.30pm 

Our group classes are small to enable students to enhance accuracy 
and increase fluency in the studied language in a very short period of 
time .... DISCOVER THE WORLD OF LANGUAGES! 

NEXT COURS ES START ON THE 28th APRIL 20Q 3 
For application forms and further information contact: 

Oxford Brookes Language Services - Gipsy Lane Campus - 
Headington - Oxford - 0X3 OBP 

Tel. 01865 483692 - Fax 01865 483690 - Email: obls@brookes.ac.uk 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

Economy dentures for senior citizens 
Delicate chrome plates 
Comfortable soft linings 
Evening appointments 
For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 





• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTDRES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 



Summer Holidays Abroad 



OXFORD 

BR00KES 

UNIVERSITY 



Residential School in IJaly 

A superb opportunity to study Italian in an environment that is beautiful 
and pleasantly quiet. The school is situated in 5000 sqm of land, which 
consists of vineyards, gardens, olive trees and many types of fruit trees. 
Only half an hour’s drive to the centre of Rome and twenty five minutes to 
the coast of Anzio, Velletri is situated in the heart of the Castelli 
Romani. 

IQ day residential course i ng l Md es: 

• accommodation in the school itself or the nearby B&B 

• three meals per day (drinks included) 

• four to six hours tuition per day 

• Italian cookery lessons 

• two restaurant meals 

• excursions to Rome and surrounding areas 
For further information CQntact: 

Oxford Brookes Language Services - Gipsy Lane Campus - Headington 
Oxford 0X3 OBP - tel. 01865 483692 - fax 01865 483690 - Email: 
obls@brookes.ac.uk 
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Bishop Mike 




Pictures from the top: 

Keswick Convention 2000; 
Archbishop of Canterbury's visit to 
the Diocese, 1999; class act on 
BBC 1 's' Ready, Steady, Cook' 
1999; at the 2002 'Unconventional' 
convention in High Wycombe. 



Thinking back - Looking forward 




Mike Hill, Bishop of Buckingham reflects on 
his years in the Oxford Diocese before he 
leaves to become Diocesan Bishop of Bristol. 



LEAVING the Diocese of 
Oxford is certainly a time 
of mixed emotions for me. 
Twenty three of my twenty 
six years in ordained min- 
istry have been spent here 
in this Diocese. From a 
curacy in Slough to 
Chesham Bois; from there 
to the Archdeaconry of 
Berkshire and then these 
last five years back in 
Buckinghamshire. I have 
got to know a lot of peo- 
ple and a lot of people 
know me. The thought of 
leaving behind such a large 
network of relationships 
feels somewhat scary! 

Bristol feels like a 
strange and foreign 
land rather than the 
promised land! 

A powerful Old Testament 
picture of spiritual growth 
is the picture of journey- 
ing. From Egypt through 
the wilderness and finally 
to the land that God had 
promised his people. My 
own journey has reflected 
each aspect of that journey 
of old; the excitement of 
the journey; the mixed 
blessing of the wilderness, 
as well as the uncertainty of 
what lies ahead. Just now it 
is both the excitement and 
the unknown aspect of this 
next phase of my journey 
which preoccupies me, 
together with the sadness of 
leaving behind what is 
familiar. At this stage 
Bristol feels like a strange 
and foreign land rather than 
the promised land! 

Throughout my time here 
I have, I hope, learnt things 
along the way. The worka- 



holism that dogged the 
early years of my life and 
ministry has been tem- 
pered by a growing appre- 
ciation of stillness and soli- 
tude. 1 have come to see 
that without healing, my 
‘inner baggage’ can so eas- 
ily become a stumbling 
block both to my relation- 
ship with God and the 
practice of my ministry. I 
am very aware that I am 
certainly not yet>the, ‘fin- 
ished article.’ 

During the latter years of 
my time in the Diocese I 
have had to develop an 
overview of what is going 
on around me in both the 
Church and the world. In 
that, I have learnt a great 
deal from a good many of 
you. I have learnt to have 
a healthy cynicism of my 
apparent successes in the 



knowledge that it has been 
my painful failures from 
which I have learnt most 
and which have most 
shaped me. 

I owe a debt of 
gratitude to many of 
you in our travelling 
together 

With trepidation, I have 
come to see that one of the 
constraints of a hierarchi- 
cal system is that what I 
model will have an impact 
for good or otherwise on 
the people around me. 

For all this I owe a debt 
of gratitude to many of 
you in our travelling 
together. I shall leave this 
Diocese with many happy 
memories. Moving on is a 
very strange time for me 



and my family, but we go 
with a strong sense of 
thankfulness for all that 
has been, and with an 
eager anticipation of the 
journey ahead. 

And so to the Diocese of 
Bristol. Subject to the 
Confirmation of my 
Election on 6 May, I shall 
begin my new ministry 
there formally on 21 June. 
Already I am beginning to 
create new relationships 
and I am slowly becoming 
aware of the challenges 
and opportunities that lie 
ahead of me and my col- 
leagues in Bristol. 

I feel very conscious 
of the tremendous 
challenges that the 
Church in our 
time faces 

I feel very conscious of the 
tremendous challenges that 
the Church in our time 
faces. This inevitably 
means that a great many 
fellow travellers are anx- 
ious, feeling that the route 
they have chosen, albeit 
imperfect and uncertain, is 
at least familiar. Changing 
direction feels risky and 
frightening, particularly 
when so much talk of ‘new 
ways of being Church’ 
and, ‘emerging Church’, 
seem so vague and difficult 
to imagine. The route from 
where we are, to where we 
need to be seems so 
unclear and threatening. In 
such a context it is easy 
for us to hold on to the 
fantasy that, providing we 
stay as we are, ‘things will 
only get better’, whatever 
the evidence. What we 



need to remember is that 
God is faithful and accom- 
panies us in our travels. 

I have always held the 
belief that one of the first 
tasks of the leader is to 
seek to try to define reality. 
I have always sought to do 
this, often in the face of 
attempts within the wider 
Church to, talk up the 
‘market’ or even ‘spin’ 
Church statistics to distort 
the uncomfortable reality 
of our situation. To seek to 
boost morale by such 
means runs the terrible 
danger of ultimately deal- 
ing a fatal blow to it. 

Religion in general, 
including our own 
Christian faith, and we see 
this in our time, can easily 
be harnessed to help peo- 
ple avoid reality rather 
than face it. Yet surely, 
faith for our journey is 
faith to enable us to face 
both the joys and the chal- 
lenges of the future rather 
than pretend that they 
don’t exist. 

Let me end by thanking 
you for the many blessings 
that I have received during 
my time in this Diocese 
and to so many of you for 
your friendship, support 
and encouragement. 
Though our journeys will 
soon part company, we 
press on in faith recognis- 
ing that our destination 
remains the same. 

+Mike 



The photographs on these 
two pages are by Frank 
Blackwell unless otherwise 
stated 



55 f 'ears 

of Care 

SCOOTERS - POWER CHAIRS 
STAIR LIFTS - RISER RECLINERS 
LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIRS 
DAILY LIVING EQUIPMENT 
FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE 



Tree Home Assessments 
0800 - 197 50 65 



Richens Care 

2 Windmill Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 7BX 

Tel: 01865 769778 

E-mail: ssmobility@nascr.net 




DIRECT NATIONWIDE 



Work from home 
casting and painting 
miniature cottages on a 
full or part / basis. Good 
rates of pay. Small initial 
outlay, for FREE 
information pack, 
send a S.A.E. to 
(Dept SL) CLASSIC COTTAGES, 
32 Nantwich Road, Wrenbury, 
Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 8EN 
or Tel: ^ 



0870 0660 401 

Fax: 0870 0660 402 

BnaH: dris.f@manutil.coin 
www.ctassiccottages.free-oiine.co.uk 



CONNECT 

TWO 

Register for single, widowed 
and unattached Christians 
seeking friends, companion 
or future partner. 

Tel: 01604 641663 

E-mail: 

connecttwo2ooo@hotmail.com 

please ring Sue Williams on: 

hue: 01527 892152 

(-■it triss.pillicirtis@firjii.si 



Emmanuel Christian School 

Littlemore Oxford 

Required for September 

Infant Teacher 

Experience useful for this 
developing department and 
sympathy with the ethos and 
aims of the school essential. 

Phone : 01865 515569 

for application form 
Closing date: Monday 2nd June 
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is moving on . . 



‘He has put a bit of bounce back into my faith’ 



A fine spiritual leader 

It was Buckinghamshire’s good fortune to have Mike appoint- 
ed as our Bishop. I a short space of time he has not only been 
a fine spiritual leader but a down-to-earth, pragmatic and 
humourous friend to all in the Diocese. For me personally he 
has put a bit of bounce back into my faith. We will all really 
miss him but we wish him and his family God Speed; and isn’t 
Bristol lucky! 

The Countess of Buckinghamshire, JP, DL , Churchwarden, Edgcott 




THE BISHOP OF BUCKINGHAM newly consecrated in 
Southwark Cathedral on 19 March 1998 receives congratulations from Dr 
George Carey, then Archbishop of Canterbury, and from the Bishop of 
Oxford. Behind them stands Colin Fletcher, then chaplain to the Archbishop, 
now Bishop of Dorchester. 




THE HILL FAMILY turned out to support the new Bishop of 
Buckingham. With Bishop Mike and his wife Anthea on the steps of Southwark 
Cathedral are (left to right) rCharis, Naomi, Eleanor, Nicholas and Alexa. 




THIS SPORTING LIFE A keen sportsman himself, Mike Hill 
proved to be a tough but fair referee at the 'Unfair Football Match 7 
at the Diocesan 'unconventional' at High Wycombe in July 2002. 



Clear thinking and a sense of humour 

Bishop Mike will be missed by many in the Diocese as he moves 
to Bristol, not only those of us who live in Buckinghamshire. 
When he was appointed Area Bishop in 1998 I was a deanery 
lay chairman, and appreciated his interest, care and concern. 
Two conferences at St Columba’s, Guildford, drew the Bucks 
area deans and lay chairmen to get to know each other, and to 
work together as never before which greatly helped as we drew 
up our deanery plans. 

I have also worked with Bishop Mike on the Christian Giving 
Group and the strategy group which benefitted from his wisdom 
and clear thinking - and also his sense of humour which ensured 
that the times between the hard work were fun. 

Penny Keens, Diocesan Lay Chairman 

We are all going to miss him! 

Bishop Mike’s contribution to the Archdeaconry has been enor- 
mous. We are all going to miss him. I especially am going to 
miss him, because I very much hoped to be working with him 
for longer! The Venerable Sheila Watson, Archdeacon of Buckingham 



BACK TO SCHOOL Bishop Mike has always been a great supporter 
of the Diocese's Church Schools. Above he is pictured with Danny Sullivan, 
the Diocesan Director of Education at the Easter service for Church Schools 
in Milton Keynes on 8 April and (left) on a visit to North Marston School 
for the opening of their Quiet Garden. (Photo: North Marston school) . 



Bishop Mike’s profound effect on Bucks 

Since his arrival, Bishop Mike has made a profound impact on 
Buckinghamshire as a caring but pragmatic leader. During The 
Queen’s Jubilee year I was privileged to hear him preach on 
numerous occasions - always challenging and witty but never 
repetitive or too long. 

Mike will be greatly missed by all his friends and we all wish 
him great success with his future challenges. Buckinghamshire’s 
loss is Bristol’s gain. 

Sir Nigel Mobbs, KStJ, JP Lord Lieutenant of Buckinghamshire 




OVER TO BERKSHIRE Mike Hill (right), on his appointment as 
Archdeacon of Berkshire in 1992, with his wife Anthea and the then Bishop of 
Reading, John Bone. Bishop Mike has served in the Oxford Diocese since 1981. 
After a curacy in Slough he became first priest in charge of Chesham Bois and 
then Rector. From 1989 to 1992 he was also rural dean of Amersham. 



A special ability to share his faith 

In his role as President and Visitor of the school, Bishop 
Mike has given outstanding support to Pipers Corner during 
the last three and a half years. His interest in our communi- 
ty, concern for individuals, wise counsel, understanding and 
quiet humour, with a very special ability to share his own 
faith and personal conviction have strengthened the spiritual 
life of our community. 

Valerie Stattersfield, Headmistress, Pipers Corner School 

‘It’s not rocket science!’ 

The ease with which Bishop Mike moves to draw on a lucid 
but simple image, often from sport, is a striking gift for clarity. 
The light touch is never far away and gives wings to even a 
heavy piece of thinking. Working with him has been an ener- 
gising experience. As in his preaching so in meetings: there is a 
sense of expectancy. In a fashion that is visible, he enjoys life in 
ministry and this helps others enjoy being themselves too. ‘Its 
not rocket science’ declares this advocate of an attractive 
Gospel ‘in the name of our wonderful God’. 

Canon Tim Higgins, Area Dean of Aylesbury 





The ENNEAGRAM 




An Introductory Workshop 
led by Brian & Julia Watson 

June 9th - 10th, 2003. 

At Morley Retreat and 
Conference Centre 
(5 miles from derby) 

Cost: £55 

For Bookings/ Information 
telephone: 01332 831293 
Wardens@morleyretreat.fsnet.co.uk 



Books Wanted 

Good prices paid for Theological 
and other Libraries (not paperbacks). 
•John Thornton will visit- 

Contact: Mr John Thornton, 455 Fulham Road, 
London SW10 9UZ. 

Tel: 020 7352 8810 





STAINED GLASS 
CELTIC CROSSES 

^ Sun catchers, to 


l. 


hang in windows. 




10 St. John's Square, 




Glastonbury, 


Somerset 

U 01458 833759 

www.chaliceglass.co.uk 




Fa* 



TM 



A careful blend of Manuka Honey 
& Bee Venom 

The healing properties of the Manuka Tree have 
long been part of New Zealand folklore and recent 
scientific and medical evidence supports this. 
The benefits of Bee Venom have long been known 
- and bee venom therapy is still used today to ease 
the pain of Arthritis, Bursitis and Tendonitis. 
Recent clinical trials conducted in New Zealand 
found that two thirds of patients suffering from 
Arthritis had significant pain relief and increased 
mobility after using Nectar Ease™. 

Now also available is Nectar Ease™ Plus, 
incorporating Glucosamine Sulphate. 

For a free information pack 

Freephone: 0800 783 0942 

Or write to: Nectar Ease UK Ltd 
1 Bradfield Road, Field End Road, 
South Ruislip HA 4 oNU 




Launde Abbe 




Leicesrer Diocesan 
Rernear House and 
Conference Cemre 



MAY 

19th - 22nd - 'A Retreat for first time Retreatants" 
Led by the Warden. 

JUNE 

2nd - Friends of Launde Quiet Day - open to all. 
Led by the Warden. 

20th - 'Stop in the Name of God' - A workshop for 
those wishing to lead a Quiet Day 
in their own church. 

Led by the Warden with the Retreat Association. 

JULY 

21st - 25th - 5 Day Individually Guided Retreat 
Led by Gillean Russell and Graham Pigott 
28th - 1st - Creative Arts Retreat Movement - 
Painting and Prayer 
Led by CARM. 

Tel: 01572 717254 Fax: 01572 717454 

E-mail: laundeabbey@leicester.anglican.org 
www.launde.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 249100 




Choices to make? Feeling stuck? 

I am a trained personal coach with a background 
in ministry training in Oxford Diocese, and offer 
a 4-session coaching programme that can help 
you discern your next step. 

Dr Anne Borrowdale 01865 432915 
email: anne@anneborrowdale.co.uk 
www.anneborrowdale.co.uk 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



€>; 

Saturday 24 May, 2 pm - 6 pm 




In aid of The Friends of All Saints, 
High Wycombe. By kind permission of 
Lord Carrington, patron of The Friends 

Tea and homemade cakes 

Admission: £4-50 adults, £l children 
For further details contact: 

01494 522963 
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Comment 



The plum orchard 



HOW have you 
coped with the 
Iraq wai; the tele- 
vised version that 
is? Have you 
become addicted 
to the latest news 
from Basra or 
Baghdad? Or do 
you switch off the 
reports because 
they are too dis- 
turbing? 

Do you identify with the 
nervous young Coalition sol- 
dier fingering his gun on a 
street corner or with the 
bewildered children caught 
up in the cross fire? Or do you 
feel helpless in the face of so 
much destruction. Do you 
pray while you watch and for 
what and for whom? 

A quick poll of Christian 
friends has convinced me that 
they are experiencing the 
same problem. War and disas- 
ters, be it the collapse of the 
twin towers or the blitz of 
Baghdad, are flashed around 
the globe turning suffering 
into a spectator sport. And yet 
as Christians we are called to 
react meaningfully in the face 
of such terrible images? 

I am sure God hears our 
prayers for nations and their 
leaders. In fact we know he 
does. How did South Africa 
avoid a blood bath except 
through the power of prayer 
to change the hearts and 
minds of those in power. But 
I personally find such grand- 
scale prayers difficult. I find it 
easier to pray for one 
unknown suffering Iraqi fam- 
ily, a solitary soldier fright- 
ened and far from home. 

Anne Holmes, with a daugh- 
ter on the Ark Royal has a 
very special insight into the 



pain of watch- 
ing and waiting 
while Paula 
Clifford writes 
of the long tradi- 
tion of 

Christians who 
have cam- 
paigned to 
change things. 

A friend of 
mine also came 
up with another idea given to 
her by a nun. Whenever you 
are confronted with images of 
suffering on your television or 
in your newspaper, identify 
the root cause be it greed or a 
quest for power or ambition 
or arrogance. Then look for 
that sin in your own heart and 
pray to be delivered from it. 

Her suggestion reminded me 
of Basilea Schlink, the saintly 
German nun from Darmstadt 
who, when asked why the 
guest rooms in the convent’s 
new guest wing were named 
after different kinds of plums, 
told this story. The nuns had 
wanted to buy a neighbouring 
plum orchard to build their 
much needed new wing but 
the owner was adamant. She 
would not sell not at any price. 
So Mother Basilea suggested 
the community pray regularly 
about their own obstinacy and 
soon afterwards the hardheart- 
ed neighbour appeared at the 
convent doon She had changed 
her mind. They could have the 
orchard. The price? Just a bas- 
ket of plums each yean 
The world may seems horri- 
bly out of control at the 
moment. But we need to 
remind ourselves that it is not. 
The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand and its coming begins 
with me. 

Christine Zwart 




Appointments for May 



The Revd Ron Bundock, Minister-in- 
Charge, Stowe, to be Priest-in-Charge, 
same parish; the Revd. Ken Reeves, 
NSM Associate Priest, Shill Valley and 
Broadshire, has died; the Revd Tom 
Thorp, Area Dean of Claydon and 
Vicar of Whitchurch, has died; the 
Revd Martin Wallington, Curate, St. 
Andrew’s, Chorleywood, to be Priest- 
in-Charge of Woobum; the Revd 
Rose Williams, NSM Walton Team at 
the Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Aylesbury, to be NSM in the Benefice 
of East and West Homdon, Little 
Warley and Childerditch, (Diocese of 
Chelmsford); the Revd Stephen 
Williams, Acting Team Rector, Walton 



Team and Team Vicar, Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Aylesbury, to be 
Thames Gateway Offier and Priest-in- 
Charge of East and West Homdon, 
Little Warley and Childerditch, 
(Diocese of Chelmsford); the Revd 
Joy Hance, NSM Curate, Cherbury 
w. Gainfield, to be NSM House for 
Duty Curate, Cherbury w. Gainfield; 
the Revd. Helen Kendrick, Asst 
Curate, Benefice of Icknield, to be 
Priest-in-Charge, Sutton Courtenay 
w Appleford; the Revd Justin Lewis- 
Anthony, Precentor, Christ Church, 
to be Rector, St Stephen’s 
Canterbury (Diocese of Canterbury). 

continued on page 18 



Why should Christians campaign? 



Christians have campaigned against slavery and for prison reform. They have stood alongside anti-apartheid and for civil rights 
movements. They have marched for peace and for fair trade. Campaigning is effective but is it Biblical? Paula Clifford writes 



‘Let justice roll down like 
waters , and righteousness like 
an ever-flowing stream ’ 
(Amos 5.24). 

INSPIRED by the Old 

Testament prophets and by 
the example of Jesus who 
came to ‘let the oppressed go 
free’ (Luke 4 . 18 ), Christians 
have a long tradition of cam- 
paigning. Campaigns against 
slavery and for prison reform 

in the 18^ and 19^ cen- 
turies, and the Kl^-century 
civil rights and anti-apartheid 
movements have their coun- 
terpart in today’s campaign 
for fairly traded products, the 
Jubilee 2000 campaign for 
debt cancellation, and the 
Trade Justice campaign 
against unfair international 
trade rules that was launched 
last year. 

Biblical campaigners 

While the Bible doesn’t refer 
to campaigning as such, some 
commentators have seen a 
formidable campaigner in the 
person of the persistent 
widow in Jesus’ parable (Luke 
18 . 27 ) which ends with Jesus’ 
question: ‘will not God grant 
justice to his chosen ones 
who cry to him day and 
night?’ In his book Engaging 
the Powers (1992), the 
American theologian Walter 
Wink sees a campaigning 
action in Jesus’ invitation to 
his followers to resist the 
oppression of occupying 
Roman forces by non-violent 
direct action. Referring to the 
hated practice of making 
Jewish civilians carry a 
Roman soldier’s load 
(Matthew 5.41), Jesus tells 
people to subvert the law that 
limited the distance to one 
mile by going an extra mile, 
thereby embarrassing the sol- 
dier and showing him up 
before his superior officers. 

The prophets were not slow 
to point out how their society 
had fallen short of God’s 
ideals and to call people to 
repent of their treatment of 
the poor and the oppressed. 
In his vision of the world as it 
should be, Isaiah draws on 
social details which would be 



all too familiar to poor com- 
munities today: infant mor- 
tality, a short life expectancy, 
the fruits of people’s hard 
work being enjoyed by oth- 



in justice that can involve 
everyone, rich and poor, 
young and old. It might mean 
writing letters to an MP or to 
the press, taking part in 




Dtfap 

rm 



ers: ‘No more shall there be 
an infant that lives but a few 
days, or an old person who 
does not live out a lifetime . . . 
They shall not build and 
another inhabit; they shall 
not plant and another eat’ 
(Isaiah 65 . 20, 22 ). 

The prophets’ call to repen- 
tance is taken up in the New 
Testament, first by John the 
Baptist and then by Jesus. 
And John makes it very clear 
that repenting and seeking 
God’s forgiveness is not 
enough. ‘Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance’ he tells the Jewish 
leaders ( Matthew 3. 8 ), in other 
words, now be different, act 
differently. Repentance is a 
dangerous thing: it entails 
change in our lives and in the 
life of our Church and in our 
world. 

A response to injustice 

There is, then, a Biblical 
imperative that all people 
should have the opportunity 
to make a difference and to 
play their part in bringing 
God’s justice to the world. 
Campaigning is a response to 



demonstrations, or using 
some other means to let the 
Christian concern for justice 
be heard. An individual act- 
ing alone against powerful 
people and interests is unlike- 
ly to be very effective. But a 
sufficient number of individu- 
als working together can 
change the world. 

Because campaigning, as a 
response to injustice and 
poverty, works. In 1994, a 
year after the launch of the 
Fairtrade Mark, sales of fair- 
ly traded products in UK 
supermarkets amounted to 
£2.75 million. Christian Aid 
campaigners then deluged 
supermarkets with requests 
that they stock these prod- 
ucts, which guarantee pro- 
ducers a fair price. By 2001, 
the value of products sold 
had increased to £49 million 
- an average growth in sales 
of more than 50 per cent per 
year. 

Campaigners in the 
Churches have played a 
major part in the Jubilee 
2000 campaign for debt can- 
cellation. Despite the reluc- 



tance of creditors to agree to 
all the campaign’s demands, 
its achievements show the 
huge potential of campaign- 
ing. By October 2002, 
$29.65 billion (£18.5 thou- 
sand million) worth of debt 
of the poorest countries had 
been cancelled. The ongoing 
programme of debt cancella- 
tion is changing people’s 
lives. In Uganda, for example, 
new schools, roads and hos- 
pitals are under construction, 
and fees in primary schools 
have been abolished. 

Campaigning is also an 
activity that’s shared by 
Christians all over the world. 
A few weeks ago I visited a 
Christian Aid partner organi- 
sation in Mali, and found their 
office dominated by a banner 
that had seen a good few pub- 
lic demonstrations. It pro- 
claimed simply ‘Annulons la 
dette’ (drop the debt) a vital 
message from one of the 
world’s poorest countries 
where the cost even of servicing 
its external debt accounts for 
the major part of its budget. 

Lobby for fair trade 

27 - 28 June sees ‘24 Hours 
for Trade Justice’, organised 
by the Trade Justice 
Movement, a collation of 
agencies that includes 
Christian Aid. Over this period 
it is hoped to lobby all 659 
members of the UK 
Parliament in their con- 
stituencies - something which 
has never been done before. 
Oxford MPs will be at the 
Town Hall on the morning of 
Saturday 28 June and there 
will be many more lobbies 
across the Diocese. For more 
information about how you 
can get involved in changing 
the international rules of 
trade that are at present 
biased in favour of the richest 
nations and organisations, 
log on to: 

www.chrisdanaid.org.uk/campaign 



Paula Clifford is the Writer and 
Publications Manager at 
Christian Aid. She is also a 
Licensed Lay Minister at St 
Andrew's, North Oxford. 



Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford 

The Dean and Canons of Christ Church 
wish to appoint a 

CATHEDRAL REGISTRAR 

to work in a unique and historic situation at the heart of a University College 
The post requires someone with: 

• proven financial and administrative experience and competence 

• commitment to high standards 

• computer literacy to a high level 

• readiness to participate in the life and worship of the cathedral 

• a warm and welcoming approach 

• ability to work collaboratively with a wide range of colleagues, both paid and voluntary. 

Christ Church is a dual foundation, both a College within the University of Oxford and the Cathedral 
of the Diocese of Oxford. The Registrar is primarily responsible for the efficient administration of the 
Cathedral and its finances. S/He is Clerk to the Cathedral Chapter. 

The salary is on the University Scale (Academic Related, C51 Grade 2) £21,125 - £33,679 

Christ Church is an Equal Opportunities Employer 
(This post might, for example, suit someone towards the end of their working career.) 

Details and application forms may be obtained in writing from: 

The Sub-Dean, Christ Church, Oxford OX1 1DP. 

Closing date for applications 13 May. 



Have your Choir, Organ or Bells 



recorded by 

Ex-BBC music recording engineer and Organist. 
CDs wrapped, with full-colour booklet and inlay. 

Tel: +44 (0)1494 712614 

email: tonyphilpot@clara.co.uk 



Sheltered Housing at 
West Court Banbury 




West Court is a friendly, modem development of one 
bedroom flats adapted to meet the practical needs of older 
men and women and within walking distance from a variety 
of amenities. Each flat is centrally heated with a lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom and bedroom and is suitable for a single person. 

The scheme is run by Methodist Homes Housing Association, and a Manager 
provides general support throughout the week and there is an offsite emergency call system 
outside of these times. West Court is not just for Methodists however, applications are welcomed from any 
older person in the community (from the age of 55 years upward), and who feel that living in a secure 
environment will meet their future needs. 

Facilities include a large communal lounge and a laundry room and there is a guest room available for 
visitors at a reasonable charge. 

For more information please contact the scheme manager on: 01 295 258859 ^ v 

45 West Street Banbury Oxon 0X16 3RA ^^ M 15S^SH0USjng 

Company Limited by Guarantee - 4043124 Registered as a Charity “ * ’ 

Methodist Homes for the Aged is part of MHA Care Group 



Association 

svid choice to? older people 
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to the editor 



‘My daughter is . . on 
HMS Ark Royal’ 



I am writing this 
at the beginning 
of Passiontide. 

The war has 
been intruding 
into our minds 
and homes for 
over two weeks 
and advancing 
coalition troops 
have reached 
Baghdad. 

I have just 
returned from 
the monthly 
meeting of a 
group which 
seeks to cross the traditional 
divide between psychotherapy 
and religion. Inevitably our 
discussion embraced the cur- 
rent situation and our feelings 
of helplessness in the face of 
what had felt like the relentless 
journey to a form of conflict in 
which we find ourselves 
invading rather than defend- 
ing. It is a hard place to be, 
whether as a therapist or a 
committed member of a faith 
community: in my case a 
Christian. 

I have a very personal take on 
this. My daughter is in the 
Navy and proud to serve on 
our flagship, HMS Ark Royal. 
My son and his wife have 
joined peace marches in 
Sydney. One of my adult stu- 
dents is married to an Iraqi. It 
has caused me to think at a 
very deep level about the cost 
of choice, choice which is a 
fundamental tenet of democ- 
racy, of good therapeutic 
endeavour and of intelligent 
Christianity. 

For 20 years I was an Army 
wife and knew from inside the 
potential cost of belonging to 
our Armed Forces. I experi- 
enced both the fear of a ter- 
rorist attack and the possible 
loss of a loved one. I was com- 
forted by the knowledge that 
professional servicemen and 
women are skilled peace keep- 
ers. This time I retain my pride 



in the brave men 
and women 
called to risk 
their lives in this 
conflict, yet sit 
uneasily with 
the suspicion 
that our political 
leaders failed to 
try every possi- 
ble alternative. 
As human 
beings we find it 
very difficult to 
bear the 

unknown. 
Action is easier than sitting 
around waiting. Yet, as all 
mystics know, the capacity to 
watch, wait and trust is a hall- 
mark of a tested spirituality. 
All those with loved ones 
involved in this conflict, 
whether as a consequence of 
their chosen career or because 
they are trapped in a war 
zone, must hold them before 
God, hoping that they will be 
safe. As Christians we have 
hope in life beyond death, 
when all shall be well. This 
prayer by David Adam seems 
appropriate: 

The Captain 

Be you my pole star, heavenly guide 
Be my sure light over the world wide. 
Be you the Captain close at my side 
From free-flowing to the ebb tide. 

When the storms rage, winds 
increase, 

Draw me Lord to your deep peace. 
Be you the Captain close at my side, 
From free-flowing to the ebb tide. 

If life will ebb or if it will flow, 

The Risen Christ with us will go. 

Be you the Captain close at my side 
From the free-flowing to the ebb 
tide. 

From Tides and Seasons Triangle SPCK 1 989 
(used with kind permission) 

The Revd Anne Holmes is Curate of St 
Nicholas, Marston w. St Thomas of 
Canterbury, Elsfield and Chaplain of 
Headington School Oxford. She is co- 
ordinating a support group for those in 
this Diocese with family serving in the 
Gulf. Contact her on 01865 794916 or 
anne@acholmes.demon.co.uk. 




Anne Holmes 
writes 



An enormous thankyou from Bishop Dominic • important thing to do for a battered 
wife * give careful thought to words on Iraq * does God need teaching? 



Thank you so much! 

May I use The DOOR to 
say an enormous ‘thank 
you’ for the wonderful 
farewell I was given at the 
Minster Church of St 
Mary’s, Reading. I was 
overwhelmed at seeing so 
many people and for the 
generous comments, gifts 
and cheque. 

I know how privileged I 
have been to have served as 
an Area Bishop in the 
Diocese of Oxford and for 
the support of such able 
laity and clergy. You will 
continue to be in my 
thoughts and prayers. 

+ Dominic 
Diocese of Monmouth 



Believe a battered wife 

(Your front page headline 
for the April 2003 issue) 

The Domestic Violence 
Charter for Churches does 
not emphasize the most 
important help for a bat- 
tered wife. The first and 
most important thing you 
must do for her is to believe 
her. 

Many a battered wife has 
endured dozens of beatings 
before she can gather the 
shreds of her courage 
together to speak out. But 
the reluctance to believe her 
is still strong. 

What! Our respected 
churchwarden? The best 
chairman we ever had? The 
fete organiser? The school 
governor? ‘He is so charm- 
ing, he couldn’t possibly be 
violent towards his dreary 
wife. We like him so much 
that we refuse to hear ill of 
him, so she must be lying 
and anyway, we don’t want 
to know about her. We pre- 
fer him.’ 

The shame of her own 
husband’s disgraceful behav- 
iour is felt so deeply by a 
battered wife that she will 
not readily make that shame 
public until her situation is 



far beyond intolerable. 

Lying about such abuse is 
extremely rare. 

If you believe her, you take 
the first step towards help- 
ing to stop the violence. 

If you do not believe her, 
you collude with her hus- 
band in his abuse. 

Valerie Moyses 
Bloxham 



Give careful thought to 
the Bishop’s words 

I trust that your readers will 
have given careful thought 
to the words of the Bishop 
of Oxford printed in your 
April issue and will have 
noted particularly his com- 
ments such as ‘After the war 
will be the time to ask how 
we got to the point . .’ and 
‘My own view is that we 
should never have got to 
where we are now . .’ We 
must examine what has led 
us to this if we are to find a 
satisfactory solution after 
the end of hostilities and we 
must think in terms of 
“We” and not blame every- 
body else and use the 
dogma quoted in the letter 
from Philip Van der Elst; he 
states that it is a proven(?) 
fact that the Iraqi intelli- 
gence service was behind the 
first 1993 attack on the 
World Trade Centre; he 
knows that links do exist 
between Saddam’s regime 
and A1 Quida, although I 
understand that our 
Governments have accepted 
that no such link has been 
proven; and he appears to 
deny the right of the people 
of Russia, France and China 
to decide that they do not 
wish to be involved in the 
invasion of Iraq. The for- 
eign policies of those coun- 
tries are of course subject to 
their own interests and if 
they sold arms to Saddam 
so did we; the Bishop states 
correctly ‘we supported 



Saddam Hussein’. 

Making wild accusations 
against anybody will make 
no positive contribution to 
the search for a satisfactory 
solution to our present seri- 
ous problems and we must 
as the Bishop suggests have 
a careful look at how we 
allowed these problems to 
develop. We who served our 
country throughout the 
1939 - 45 war ended that 
war by sharing with people 
of other countries the aim 
that as quoted in the 
Charter to the United 
Nations we wishes to pre- 
vent future generations from 
experiencing the ‘scourge of 
war’. We need to ask care- 
fully how that aim has 
foundered. 

John Whitwick 
Headington, Oxford 



Does God need our 
instructions? 

I am often very puzzled by 
some of the set prayers in 
Church services, as the fol- 
lowing verse attempts to 
explain: 

0 God do this and God do 
that 

1 heard the parson pray, 
and all my simple soul cried 
out 

at what I heard him say. 

For God is good and God is 
kind 

I heard the parson preach; 
then surely it is not for us 
So good a God to teach? 

Should we not be asking 
for help to enable us to do 
His will? The Almighty 
doesn’t need instructing! 
What do others think? 

Diana Good 

Stone 

What do you think? 

We would welcome a response to 
Diana Good's letter or to any 
other letters on this page,. Or why 
not open introduce a new topic. 
May 13 is the closing date for let- 
ters for the June DOOR. 



Opportunity 
knocks . . . 

MORE opportunities for 
members of the Diocesan 
Synod to be elected this year. 
Please think and pray about 
the work of the Boards and 
Councils being outlined month 
by month in The DOOR and 
whether your life experience 
and God given gifts could con- 
tribute to them in the next 
three years. 

Bishop’s Council and 
Standing Committee 

Responsible for consider- 
ing matters of policy; 
advising the Diocesan 
Bishop, and determining 
how matters should taken 
forward to the Diocesan 
Synod for further consider- 
ation. As the Standing 
Committee of both the 
Synod and the Diocesan 
Board of Finance, it han- 
dles a wide range of finan- 
cial and strategic business, 
and considers issues raised 
by Diocesan Boards, 
Councils and Committees, 
Deaneries and the national 
church. Members act as 
Directors and Trustees of 
the Diocesan Board of 
Finance, a limited compa- 
ny and registered charity, 
and the Council is respon- 
sible for the management 
of finance subject to the 
direction of the Synod. 
People with a broad range 
of interests, committed to 
the principles, priorities 
and values of Sharing Life, 
are welcome. 

Meets: typically on two 
Saturday mornings and 
three Friday afternoons a 
year, plus one 24 hour resi- 
dential meeting. Interested 
to know more? Contact 
Rosemary Pearce (01865 
208202). 



MIHOItS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
AH SUBJECTS INVITED 



FICTION, NON FICTION. 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORICAL 
POETRY. CHILDRENS. 
REUGfOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN'S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW14EG.U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aoi.com 



SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

Including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 

Freight Services 
International Ltd. 

Telephone: 01332 347478 

(24 hr answerphone) 

or email us at 
fsiltd@aol.com 



cross. 
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PLASTERING £r DECORATING 

GRAHAME KNIGHT 

All types of Decorating 
work undertaken 

• Ceramic Tiling 

• Artexing 

• General Building Repairs 
Telephone: 

01865 849622 

Mobile: 

07971 365057 




Wadding Stationery 

www. wedding- stat I onery. c om 

Visit our website or 
contact us tor details ■ 
and free samples 
Illustrated &&£ 
Stationery 

Tel: 029 2081 11 024^ 

Fax: Q29208lj^|i p 

dorothy@weading-stati6nery.ooiTt 




Watches Wanted 

Gents pocket and wrist 
watches, military or civilian, 
any condition. Also associated 
items, i.e. chains, keys etc. 
Gold and silver items 
and medals. 

Please phone: 

01691 831162 anytime 
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HOLLOWAY'S 

Auctioneers and Valuers of Fine Art and Furniture 

The professional alternative to London. 
Internationally notified sales held throughout 
the year 

For a free appointment 

Tel: 01295 817777 

Auction Rooms and Offices 
49 Parsons Street 
Banbury OX16 5PF 
Facsimile: 01295 817701 
e-mail: enquiries@hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk 



DYSLEXIA 



s0ME7 >% 

Y COMPLETELY ** 

DIFFERENT & EFFECTIVE 

Tel. 01865 326464 

email: farmer@dyslexia~uk.org 
www.ndirect.co.uk/~farmer/ 



MIDWINTER 

TABLEWARE 

Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
We also buy 
Call: 

020 8888 4725 



FIRST DAY COVERS and 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

[01234] 325531 



Premier Christian Radio & 
Pilgrim Travel (UK) Ltd 

invite you to join our 

Revelation Alive Cruise 2003 

In Greece & Turkey 

in the footsteps of St. Paul & St. John the Divine 

30th October - 8th November 2003 

Led by:- Revd. Dr. Rob Frost & 

The Very Revd, Colin Semper 

Featuring:- Adrian Plass - Bryn Haworth 
- Paul Field - Revd. Martin Turner 

Telephone: 0870 7945345 



"You may not see me as unique, 
but I've never died before" 

THE OXFORDSHIRE BEFRIENDING NETWORK 

Volunteers visiting people with life threatening illness at home. 

The Oxfordshire Befriending Network welcomes sensitive, 
trustworthy and friendly volunteer befrienders to join this lively, 
rapidly developing local organisation. 

Excellent free training and support provided. 

Please contact Catherine Gundry, Regional Manager, on 01865 316200 
Or email: oxford@befriending.net 

COMMUNITY 

FUflD 

Lottery money making a difference 

Registered Charity No. 10862M 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian and MA, FRCO 
is available to deputise in Oxfordshire, 
at short notice, including weddings and 
funerals. Wide experience : reasonable fee 

Tel: Woodstock (01993) 813933 



Abbeyfi 

Where older people find » can 



eld 



Where older people find I care in housing 

The Old Bakehouse 
Chadlington 
(2 miles Chipping Norton) 

Provides supported housing with a family 
atmosphere for seven older people. 
Our village house has a large 
garden with beautiful views. 
Housekeeper provides two home-cooked 
meals per day. Residents have their own 
furniture and belongings. 

Two vacancies at present. 

From £645 per month all inclusive 
(Possible local authority funding) 

Please ring: 01608 676652 
or 01608 676617 








Courses and events 

T 



Prayer Diary 



edited by Pam Gordon 



Milton Keynes Training* 
Commission 

7 May - 4 June Enduring 
Convictions (First 11 chapters 
of Genesis; 4 weeks) Helen 
Ravenhall 7.45-9.45 pm 

8 May Help! I’m a Treasurer 
Graham Smith 7.45-9.45 pm 

15 May How to Run a 
Meeting Jo Stoker 7.30-9. 30pm 
1 1 June Ecumenism (History 
8c Practice) Margaret Goodall 
7.45-9.45 pm 

1 1 June - 9 July Helping 
Others to Learn (4 weeks) 
Andrew Gear 7.45 - 9.45 pm 
All the above are at Bradwell 
Chapel and cost £5. 50/ £3 each 
19 May - 16 June The Good 
News of the Kingdom (3 weeks) 
Church of the Holy Cross, Two 
Mile Ash 7.30 pm Free; just come! 
Revd Peter B allant ine, Bradwell 
Chapel, Lough ton Rd, Bradwell , 
mktraincom@aol.com 

Couples in Trouble 

16 May 

Federation of Christian Caring 
and Counselling Spring Training 
Workshop led by Antony Ayton, 
to explore the ways we can help 
those in relationships who are fac- 
ing difficulties; how our faith and 
theirs can be engaged in the 
process; basic principles of working 
with couples. 9.30 am coffee, 9.45 
am-2.30 pm Diocesan Church 
House. Members £15; non-mem- 
bers £20. Bring lunch; drinks pro- 
vided 

Kate Hodgson , Diocesan Church 
House, 01865 208214 ; Doris 
Swinhank , 01628 636469 

Oxfordshire Mental Health 
Matters 7 May 

Training course starts for Infor- 
mation and Advocacy volun- 
teers 19 Paradise St, Oxford. 



Life in the Fast Lane 

20 May 

Life in the Fast Lane - making 
sense of life and work: is it pos- 
sible to make it in business 
without losing in life? Rob 
Parsons of Care for the Family 
Main Hall, Oxford Brookes 
University, Gypsy Lane, Oxford 
7.30 pm Tickets £5 
029 2081 0800; www.care-for- 
the-f amily.org.uk 

Welcoming Newcomers 

21 May Welcoming Newcomers 
to your Local Community: practi- 
cal workshop to share good prac- 
tice, learn from others and pre- 
pare a ‘welcome pack’ (bring any 
existing packs with you) Cogges 
Church Centre, Witney 

Free 7 pm coffee, 7.30-9.15 pm. 
Julia Bee, 01993 706393; 

Glyn Evans 01608 674567 
glynevans@tiscali. co.uk 

Amersham-on-the Hill 

18 May - 20 July (3 sessions) 
Finding God at the Heart of 
Things Philip Roderick 6-8 pm 
St Michael’s Church £5 each 
3 & 4 June God Beyond Theism; 
Christ beyond Incarnation Bishop 
John Selby Spong St Michael’s 
Church 

Parish Office 01494 726680 
31 June Contemplative Teach- 
ing Order launch meeting for 
those with proven skills as presen- 
ters or communicators and lively 
yet contemplative spirituality 10 
am-4 pm, bring-and-share lunch. 
Revd Philip Rockerick, 01494 
727553; philiproderick@ 
btinternet.com 

Church Army Vocations 
Weekend 6-8 June 

Candidates & Vocations Dept, 
020 8309 3507; vocations@ 



St Albans & Oxford 
Ministry Course 

6 May Introducing the Old 
Testament 7.05-8.05 pm 10 ses- 
sions £50 

Social Context of Theology 8.20 - 
9.20 pm 5 sessions £25 
Old Testament Themes 8.20-9.20 
pm 5 sessions £25 
Recent Liturgical Developments 
(+ 20 May) 7.05-8.05 pm 2 dou- 
ble + 1 single sessions £25 
10 June Theological Reflec-tion 
8.20-9.20 pm 5 sessions £25 
NT Theology I (Hebrews, James, 
Peter, Revelation) 5 sessions £25 
8.20-9.20 pm 
Westminster Institute for 
Education, Oxford 
Gill Pratley, SAOMC , 

Diocesan Church House, 

01865 208260 

Wycliffe Hall Oxford 

10 May How did the Israelites 
view death? Did they believe in 
resurrection? Philip Johnston 
Wycliffe Hall 

12 July Creation & New 
Creation in the New Testament 
Tom Wright (Bishop-elect of 
Durham) What is the NT vision 
of the future? St Aldate’s 
Church 9.30 am coffee; 10 am 
start) - 4 pm £ 1 6/£ 1 0 conces- 
sions & groups of four+. Bring 
lunch; drinks provided 
Vicky Bancroft, 01865 274205; 
vicky. bancroft@wycliffe. ox.ac.uk 

St Theosevia Centre 

1 7 May Hermits: study day 
Donald Allchin, Santha Bhattacharji 
1 4 June Techniques and the 
Concept of the Sacred: study day 
Lionel Kochan, Aidan Hart 
Both 10.30-4 pm, £l0/£8/stu- 
dents with card £2 
26 June The Sacred in Music: 
musical evening hosted by Bishop 
Kallistos 8 om £2 



Dloeese of Oxford 

1 7 May Group Dynamics 
Beren Hartless 8c Roger 
James 

24 May Introduction to 8c 
Exploration of Mystical 8c 
Contemplative Prayer Debbie 
Davies 

31 May Pastoral Healing 
Day Phillip Tovey 8c Mike 
Hayward 

All the above are 10 am-4 pm 
at Diocesan Church House 
and cost £15. 

Juliet Ralph 208282; juliet. 
ralph@oxford.anglican.org 
12 June & 7 July 

Introduction to Portfolio 
Beren Hartless 8c Jo Coney 
7.30-9.30 pm Diocesan 
Church House £10 
5 July Digging into the 
N6w Testament Peter 
Ballentine 10 am-3 pm All 
Saints’, Dedworth £15 
Juliet Ralph (see above) 

Diocese of Oxford Past- 
oral Care Training Course 

1 May - 3 July Angela 
Thompson 8c Michael Smith 
Thursdays 7.15 - 9.30 pm St 
Peter’s Centre, Iver 
1 May - 19 June (+31 
May, 1 4 June) Thursdays 
8c Saturdays Burford Baptist 
Church Penny Nairne 8c Jean 
Barton 7.30-9.30 pm (Sats 
. 9.30 am-1 pm) £30 
Juliet Ralph 208282; juliet. 
ralph@oxford.anglican.org 



CPAS Resources 
Exhibition 

10 May 

See what Church Pastoral Aid 
Society resources are available 
for youth, families, groups, 
etc. and meet Revd Richard 



1 ‘Wait for the Lord; be strong, and 
| let your heart take courage; wait 
. for the Lord.' 

[ Psalm 27: 14. 

I Let us pray to God our Father for: 

I 

I Thursday 1st Woughton Team 
I Ministry Local Ecumenical 
I Partnership: clergy - Kevin 
I McGarahan, Duncan Barnes, David 
I Rudiger, Janet Conway; licensed lay 
I ministers - Mike Davidge, Judy 
I Howson, Freda Jackman, Tony 
I Stanyer, Alison Wale; chaplain to 
I people at work - Ian Parker. 

I Friday 2nd Sonning Deanery. 
I Thank God for much good work n 
I in our parishes. Pray for everyone 
I involved in preparing a new dean- 
I ery plan that will better reflea our 
I call to mission and renewal; for the 
I way it is done as well as a good 
I result. Remember our growing 
I number of youth ministers. Area 
I dean - Alan Wilson; synod lay 
I chairman - Judith Scott. 

I Saturday 3rd Arborfield with 
I Barkham: clergy - Piers 

I Bickersteth; licensed lay minister 
I - Russell Shipton. Bear Wood: 
I clergy - Haigh Etches. Woosehill 
*1 Community Church (LEP): cler- 
I gy - Helen White; licensed lay 
I minister - Elaine Steere. 

I 

I THE THIRD SUNDAY OF 
I EASTER 

I Sunday 4th National Pet Week 
I began on 3rd. Pray for those who 
I train working animals and those 
I whose lives are enriched by animals. 
I Mon 5 OXFORD Piano recital St. 
I Giles’ Church, 7.30 pmon the 
I newly-restored 1880 Bechstein 
I Grand Piano given by Nikos 
I Kyriosoglou. Works by Bach, 
I Berg, Haydn and Liszt Admission 
I £5. 01865 310686. 

I Monday 5th California St Mary 

1 c* t~i — i 



Tuesday 6th Finchampstead St 
James: clergy - Sheila Nunn, Joan 
Wakeling; licensed lay minister - 
Keith Atton. 

Wednesday 7th Owlsmoor 
Group Ministry with Sandhurst: 
clergy - Ros Parrett. Sandhurst 
Group Ministry with Owlsmoor: 
clergy - Alan Wilson, John White. 
Thursday 8th Wokingham All 
Saints: clergy - David Hodgson, 
Janet Lucas, Paul Cowan, Colin 
James, Tony Kemp: licensed lay 
minister - Brian Johnson-Roberts. 
Wokingham St Sebastian: clergy - 
Andrew Marsden, Erik Fudge, 
Margaret Kingdon, Marina Brain; 
licensed lay ministers - Jill Bright, 
Ann Potts. 

Friday 9th Wokingham St Paul: 
clergy - Roger Stillman, Roy 
Holmes: licensed lay ministers - 
Jane Stillman. Emmbrook 
Community Church St Nicholas: 
clergy - Roy Burgess. 

Saturday 10th Hurst St 
Nicholas, Winnersh St Mary the 
Virgin: clergy - Clifford Smith, 
David Webster; licensed lay minis- 
ter - Pat Smith. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 

Sunday 11th 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 

www.christianaidweek.org.uk 
VOCATIONS SUNDAY 
Monday 12th Sonning St 
Andrew and Charvil St Patrick: 
clergy - Chris Clarke, Michael 
Forrer, David Collin; licensed lay 
ministers - David Sims, Bob Peters. 
Tuesday 13th Wargrave with 
Knowl Hill: clergy - John Ratings, 
Pam Gordon; licensed lay minister 

- Granville Hawkes; youth worker 

- Ami Bedford. 

Wednesday 14th Ruscombe St 
James and Twyford St Mary the 
Virgin: clergy - Graham 

Hamborg, Tim Dakin, Des Foote; 



party for incumbents and wardens 
the deanery is attempting to 
increase collaborative initiatives 
which both enable churches of all 
persuasions to work together and to 
find ways to do mission. Chapter 
recently discussed leadership teams 
(lay and clergy) for each church. 
Area dean - John Chorlton; synod 
lay chairman - Diana McMahon; 
youth worker - Chris Turner; 
licensed lay ministers - Jeanne 
Lindley, E. Prytherch for the deaf. 
Friday 16th Kidlington with 
Hampton Poyle: clergy - Anthony 
Ellis, George Coppen, John 
Jackson, Jim Turner; licensed lay 
minister - Lesley Heffer. 
Saturday 17th Oxford St 
Aldate: clergy - Charlie Cleverly, 
John Chorlton, Frog Orr-Ewing; 
student chaplain - Simon 
Ponsonby. 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sunday 18th All engaged in the 
communications industry. 
Monday 19th Wolvercote with 
Summertown (LEP): clergy - Jan 
Rushton, David Michaels, Ruth 
Ball, Christopher Ball, William 
Pryor; lay ministers - Margaret 
Clarke, Tony Lemon. 

Tuesday 20th South Hinksey 
with New Hinksey: clergy - James 
Wilkinson, Balwant Singh. 
Wednesday 21st North 
Hinksey St Lawrence with SS Peter 
and Paul, Botley: clergy - Rosie 
Bates; licensed lay minister - Ken 
Goff. 

Thursday 22nd Oxford St 
Andrew: clergy - Andrew 

Wingfield Digby, Stephen Coe, 
Richard Cunningham, Tim 
Garrett; licensed lay ministers - 
Paul Clifford, Paula Clifford, 
David Wright, Donald Hay; youth 
worker - Rhiannon Parfitt. 

Friday 23rd Oxford St Barnabas 
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Bailey: clergy - Vaughan Roberts, 
Anthony Jones, Peter Wilkinson. 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sunday 25th ROGATION 
SUNDAY Rural communities and 
the work of the Church in meeting 
their particular needs. Diocesan 
rural officer - Glyn Evans; 
archdeaconry rural officers - 
Michael O’Connor, John 
Townend. 

Monday 26th Oxford St Giles, 
St Philip and St James with St 
Margaret: clergy - Andrew Bunch, 
Georgie Simpson, Michael Screech: 
licensed lay ministers - David 
Longrigg, Margaret Hollis. 
Tuesday 27th Oxford St Mary 
Magdalen: clergy - Hugh Wybrew, 
Peter Groves; licensed lay minister 

- Alan Palmer. 

Wednesday 28th Oxford St 
Mary the Virgin with St Cross 
with St Peter in the East: clergy - 
Brian Mountford, Harriet Harris. 
Thursday 29th Oxford St 
Matthew: clergy - Steve Hellyer, 
Pam McKellen; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Elizabeth Bishop, Jane 
Usher, Alan Wilson; youth worker 

- Y. Morris. Oxford St Luke: cler- 
gy - Tim Bradshaw; lay pastor - 
Jane Sherwood. 

Friday 30th Oxford St Michael 
at the North Gate with St Martin 
and All Saints: clergy - Hugh Lee. 

Saturday 31st Oxford St 
Thomas the Martyr with St 
Frideswide and Binsey: clergy - 
Robert Sweeney, Richard Martin. 

Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins 
and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays 7.15am Matins; 
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Lizzy Chaloner, 0186S 728981 churcbarmy.org.uk 

Church of England Guild of Verger 23-27 June 
Training Conference for all who do the work of a verger, with or with- 
out the name: speakers, workshops, fun, fellowship. 

Dennis Sumner ; 2 Hanover Court , Evesham Rd, Redditch B97 5ET 



Kallistos 8 pm 12 
Bookings: Warden , St Theosevia 
Centre for Christian Spirituality , 
2 Canterbury Rd, Oxford 0X2 
6LU, 01865 310341; e-mail 
sttheosevia@onetel. net.uk 



etc. ana meet Keva Kicnara 
Zair, Consultant for Church 
Pastoral Aid Society in Oxford 
Diocese. St Leonard’s Church, 
Eynsham 10 am-2 pm. Drinks 
available. 

01865 880180 



I and St John: clergy - Carol 
I Edwards, Hugh Wakeling, John 
I Edwards. Crowthome St John the 
I Baptist: clergy - Brian Spence; 

licensed lay ministers 
- Lewis Simmons, 
Hazel Berry. 




Hamborg, Tim Dakin, Des Foote; 
licensed lay ministers - Paul 
Minton, Robert Cuffe-Adams, 
Geoffrey Pugh; youth worker - 
Matt Trick. 

Thursday 15th Oxford 
Deanery. After a successful supper 



rnudy Mru wxiuiu oi oarnauas 
and St Paul: clergy - Michael 
Wright, Lome Denny, Anthony 
Rustell, Dennis Mason; licensed 
lay minister - Margaret Ellis. 
Saturday 24th Oxford St Ebbe 
with Holy Trinity and St Peter-le- 



Weekdays 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
1.05pm Holy Communion; 
on Wednesdays only 6pm 
Choral Evensong; 6pm Sung 
Eucharist on Thursdays or 
Saints’ Days 
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MAY 

Thurs 1 OXFORD The Place of 
Women in Judaism Today by Rabbi 
Alexandra Wright Friends’ Meeting 
House 8 pm. 

Fri 2- Mon 5 WHITE WALTHAM 

Church Flower Festival: viewing Sat 
10am-6pm; Sun l-6pm; Mon 10am- 
5pm. Fri: wine 6c cheese supper 7.30- 
9.30pm. Sat Rhythm 6c Rhyme conceit 
7.30-9.30pm. Sun: services 8am 6c 11am, 
Songs of Praise 6.30pm. Shottesbrook 
Church 9.30am 0118 934 3704. 

Sat 3 THAME TJpLate’ alternative 
worship evenings in St Mary’s 
Church; drop by any time 9pm-mid- 
night. Cafe and ambient worship 
experiences, hu@clara.co.uk. 

Sat 3 HAMBLEDEN Concert by 
Five Live 7.30pm St Mary the 
Virgin. 01491 571588. 

Sal 3 SLOUGH Song recital St Mary’s 
Church 12 noon. Donations welcome. 
Sat 3 WENDOVER St Mary’s Church 
open for visitors Saturdays 2.30-5pm ; 
Sundays 2.30-5pm with tea and home- 
made cakes; until September. 

Sat 3 OPPENHAM (Slough) Jumble 
Sale St Andrew’s Shared Church 10am 
01753528363. 

Sun 4 AMERSHAM Beauty in Chants: 
service drawing on contemplative 
Christian chants from around the 
world. 1st Sunday of month. 6- 
6.45pm St Michael, Amersham-on- 
the-Hill. 01494 726680. 

Mon 5 OXFORD Open Doors 
prayer group for the persecuted 
Church: first Monday of each 
month. Mark Tindall 01993, 
markt@opendoors.uk.org. 

Tues 6 May OXFORD Patronal 
feast of St John at the Latin Gate, 
Solemn Mass, 7:30 pm, followed by 
refreshments, preacher Fr. John 



Salter. St. John's Church, Vicarage 
Road, New Hinksey. 01865 245879 

Thu 8 MILTON KEYNES Piano 
recital 7.45pm City Church. Tickets 
01908 200604 or at door. 

Fri 9 MILTON KEYNES 

Orientation Day: Being Ecumenical in 
Milton Keynes. Meet at Christian 
Foundation, The Square, Wolverton, 

9.30 am fof conducted tour. Cost £5 
includes lunch. 01908 311310. 

Sat 10 SEE OF EBBSFLEET 
Festival of Faith Bristol Cathedral. Solemn 
Concelebrated Mass 12 noon; Solemn 
Evensong and Te Deum 3.30 pm. 
Sat 10 PANGBOURNE Concert 

7.30 pm, St James the Less: Brian 
Fawcett - Organ. Music by Buxtehude, 
Mozart, Schumann, Guilmat, Alain. 
Admission free, Collection. 

Sat 10 SLOUGH Euphonium recital 
12 noon St Mary’s Church. Free; dona- 
tions welcome. 

Sat 10 BENSON Auction of 
Promises Benson Parish Hall 7.30pm 
in aid of the St Helen's Church 
Restoration Appeal. Tickets £4 in 
advance. 01491 838690/201147. 

Sat 10 GRANBOROUGH Hebrew 
can be Fun by Peter Ballantine. 
Granborough Village Hall 10am - 4 pm 
Sat 10 WENDOVER English 
Chamber Orchestra, St Mary’s Church 
8pm. £9.50/£8.50 cone (accompa- 
nied children free). 01296 622805. 
Sat 10 HARNHILL Centre of 
Christian Healing Training Day 
“Journeying with God, being Effective 
with People” by Fr. Gerard Hughes 
10am-4pm. Booking 01285 850283. 
Sat 10 - Sun 11 OXFORD 
Church of St Mary Magdalen Choral 
6c Organ festival to celebrate new 
organ. Festival Choir includes 
Worcester College Chapel Choir, 



RSCM Southern Cathedral Singers 
, Cathedral Singers of Christ 
Church.Programme includes Saturday 

7.30 pm Festival concert (all 4 Choirs). 
Sunday 5.30 pm Choral Evensong 
with dedication of new organ by 
Bishop of Oxford. Tickets for 
Festival Concert £10 / £6 (conces- 
sions) from Peter Parshall 01865 
429670 or at the door. 

Wed 14 - Thu 15 ENGLEF1ELD 
Interior Design Show: collections of 
leading companies Englefield House 
near Reading 10am - 5pm (£5). Also 
champagne reception, lecture, lunch, 
tour of house, gasrdens open, church 
flower festival, in aid of charities. 0118 
930 2221; 01491 414109. 

Thu 15 CAVERSHAM Quiet 
Garden open: reflections by Revd 
Derek Chandler 10am coffee, medita- 
tions 10.20am, 12.30pm. Oak House 
Quiet Garden, 80 Woodcote Rd, tel. 
0118 9476067. 

Thu 15 - Sat 17 LONG CREN- 

DON Mystery Plays St Mary’s 
Church, 8pm. Tickets Gill 
Hamment 01844 208358. 

Sat 17 CHIPPING NORTON. 

Rossini, ‘Petite Messe Solennelle’ 
7.30pm St Mary’s Church, Chipping 
Norton Choral Society. Tickets 01993 
830783 

Sat 17 HIGH WYCOMBE May 

Fayre SS Mary and George Church, 
Rutland Avenue at 2.30pm with cakes, 
tombola, toys, crockery smash, books, 
Afro-Caribbean food, teas etc. 

Sat 17 SLOUGH St Mary’s Church 
organ recital 12 noon. Free; donations 
welcome. Concert 7.30pm: choir from 
USA, brass, euphonium. Tickets £5/£4. 
Sat 17 MONKS RISBOROUGH 
Emperor String Quartet 8pm St 
Dunstan’s Church. Tickets £15 Princes 



The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 



Risborough Bookshop 01844 343294. 
Sat 17 DORCHESTER Opus 
Anglicanum ‘Sacred Journey’ 
Dorchester Abbey 7.30pm. tickets £10, 
01225 463362 or at door, www.opus- 
anglicanum.com. 

Sat 17 GREAT MILTON Festival 
Evening of music and song with City of 
Gloucester Salvation Army Band St. 
Mary’s Church 7pm. 

Sat 17 IVER HEATH Talk with 
Music about a 103years young living 
composer. St. Margaret’s Church 
7.30pm.Tickets £5 01753 653022. 

Sat 17 SLOUGH Organ recital St 
Mary’s Church 12 noon. Free; dona- 
tions welcome. 

Sun 18 CLANFIELD (near 
Bampton) over a dozen varied village 
gardens open in aid of the church. 
Combined ticket £3. 01367 810255. 
Sun 18 BENSON Concert of Tudors 
and Stuarts music by The Thames 
Consort conducted by Jeremy 
Boughton. St.Helen’s Church 8pm. 
Anthems, vocal and instrumental 
solos.Free, collection for church restora- 
tion. 01491 836310. 

Sun 18 AMERSHAM ‘Connected’ 
monthly family-friendly service 10am St 
Michael’s Church, Amersham-on-the- 
Hill. 01494 580077. 

Sun 18 HEDSOR (near Bourne End) 
Beating of the Bounds Sc Pig Roast 3-5 
mile walk around the bounds from 
10.30am ending in pig roast (veg. avail- 
able). 01628 530181. 

Mon 19 MARSTON, OXFORD 
GRUNT the Gadarene pig keeper. One- 
man show by Wal Spencer Marston 
Middle School 7.30 pm. (NB not suitable 
for under 12’s) Free, Collection for 
expenses. Information: Clemency Fox 
01865 722668. 

Tues 20 BANBURY St Mary’s 



The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 



Banbury, 7.30pm. ConcerLby USA 
based Carroll College Choir 01295 
253329. 

Tue 20 ABINGDON Bishop John 
Shelby Spong on ‘A New Christianity for 
a New World’ 7.30 pm, Abingdon 
Spirituality Group. Information/tickets 
(£5)01235530480. 

Tues 20 DEDDINGTON SS Peter 
6c Paul Parish Church, 7.30 pm. 
Concert by acclaimed American 
acoustic duo, Acoustic Eidolon, on its 
first UK tour, which includes perfor- 
mances at St. Paul's Cathedral. 
Tickets: £5 6c £4. 01869 337052. 
Wed 21 OXFORD Churches in the 
Holy Land: past 6c present by Canon 
Hugh Wybrew Friends’ Meeting 
House, 8 pm. 

Fri 23 F1NGEST (Hambleden Valley, 
near Henley) Healing service with lay- 
ing on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion 10.15 am. Telephone 
01491 571231. 

SAT 24-Mon 26 BAMPTON 

Flower Festival, Wedding 
Anniversaries Morris Dancing St. 
Mary the Virgin 9am - 5pm. 

Sat 24 WING Plant and cake sale, 
Wing High St, opposite Jon’s, 9.30- 

12.30 in aid of All Saints’ Church. 
01296 688246. 

Sat 24 STANTON ST JOHN 

Oxford Christian Institute for 
Counselling ‘Hands on’ prayer work- 
shop with pastels, paints, clay 10 am - 
4 pm Stanton House. 01844 343442. 

Sat 24 HARNHILL Centre of 
Christian Healing ‘Introduction to 
Wholeness’ day course for those inter- 
ested in the healing ministry. Free, 
lunch . Booking 01285 850283. 

Sat 24 IVER HEATH Country Fayre 
St Margaret’s Church. Gifts, bring-and- 
buy, refreshments, etc.!0am-4pm. 



Sat 24 PANGBOURNE Concert at 
St James the Less, 7.30pm. Helen 
Norris - Oboe, Mike Norris, - Tenor, 
Fay Fawcett - Piano Music by 
Loeillet, Neilsen, Bach, Bizet , Haydn, 
Debussy, Rachmaninov. Admission 
Free, collection. 

Sat 24-Mon 26 PITSTONE 

Spring Festival of Art Sc Flowers St 
Mary’s Church Sat 2-6 pm; Sun 6c 
Mon 11 am-6 pm, Free; refreshments. 
01296 668850. 

Sun 25 MARLOW Joint Anglican 
and Methodist service of Holy 
Communion to celebrate 300th 
anniversary of the birth of John Wesley 
All Saints’ Church 10.30am.. 

Sun 25 LOWER BASILDON St 
Bartholomew’s 13th century church 
open 2-4 pm; Holy Communion 8am. 
01491 671242. 

Wed 28 LOWER BASILDON St St 

Bartholomew’s 13th century church 
open 11 am-3 pm (every 4th Wed. of 
month). 01491 671242. 

Sat 31 SLOUGH Song recital (tenor) 
St Mary’s Church 12 noon. Free; dona- 
tions welcome. 

Sat 31 MILTON near Abingdon. 
Cantores of Sandhurst: From Byrd to 
Bruckner, St Blaise Church 3.30pm. 
Free; retiring collection for local chari- 
ties. 01235 834053. 

JUNE 

Sun 1 HEDSOR near Bourne End 
St Nicholas’ Church open every 
Sunday 2-4pm in June, July Sc Aug: 
13th century church with spectacular 
views. 01628 530181. 

Sun 1 AMERSHAM Beauty in 
Chants: service drawing on contem- 
plative Christian chants from around 
the world. 1st Sunday each month. 6- 
6.50pm St Michael’s, Amersham-on- 



the-Hill. 01494726680. 

Mon 2 OXFORD Open Doors 
prayer group for the persecuted 
Church first Monday of each 
month. Mark Tindall 01993, 
markt@opendoors.uk.org. 

Sat 7 WENDOVER Joanna 
MacGregor, St Mary’s Church 
8pm. Tickets £9.50/£8.50 cone 
(accompanied children free). 01296 
622805 

Sat 14 HAMBLEDEN Concert 
(piano Sc speaker) St Mary the 
Virgin 7.30pm. 01491 571588. 

Sat 14 SLOUGH Equale Brass 
Quartet St Mary’s Church 12 noon. 
Free but donations welcome. 

Sat 14 - Fri 27 MONKS RIS- 
BOROUGH Art Exhibition (part of 
Bucks Arts Week) St Dunstan’s 
Church. 01844 343953. 

Sat 14 HENLEY ‘Songs on a 
Summer Evning% 7.30 pm 
Christchurch Centre, Reading Road. 
Richard Barrowclough and Julian 
Hubbard with Henley Choral 
Society Vaughan Williams, Coleridge 
Taylor and Britten. 

Sun 15 AYLESBURY Schubert 
piano sonatas St Mary’s Church 
3pm. Tickets St Mary’s Office; 
Record House, High St or at door. 
Thu 17 CAVERSHAM Quiet 
Garden open: reflections by 
Rosemary Girdler 10 am coffee, 
meditations 10.20 am, 12.30 pm. 
Oak House Quiet Garden, 80 
Woodcote Rd, tel. 0118 9476067. 

Oxford Diocesan 
Yearbook 2003 



Price £10 including postage 
Order online at w.oxford..angli- 
can.org 



Telephone: 01865 208227 
Fax: 01865 790470 



Notices 

Association for Church 
Editors 

This is organising local groups sc 
that editors can meet to discuss 
problems in order to improve 
their publications and twe 
national meetings a year. The 
next of these is on Saturday 7 
June at the United Church, Jewry 
Street, Winchester. Annual sub- 
scription £20. It has nationwide 
membership but is still in the 
early stages of expansion. 

Michael Jameson , Hon. Secretary, 
tel. 01 727 865498, e-mail 
m.jameson@ac-editors.co.uk. 
Newspaper wrappers 

250 Lion manila newspaper/ 
magazine wrappers (boxed) 
free to anyone who collects. 
Barbara Bolder, Diocesan 
Church House 01865 208290. 

Parish Administrator required 

for Holy Trinity Church, 
Headington Quarry. 12-15 
hours per week (negotiable) 
Details from The Revd Tom 
Honey hthq@6sh.co.uk 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 
Local religious views, 
church news, 
favourite hymns 



Email: 

door@oxford.anglican.org 




free of charge to churches in Editorial address: The Door, 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire Church House, North Hinksey, 

and Oxfordshire. Oxford 0X2 0NB. 
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Dublin 

City Centre 



Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 

Email: parkway@eircom.net 



MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us 
on our converted 
8-passenger barge MERGANSER in Holland. 
Belgium or France in 2003. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, wonderful 
food, and interesting conducted tours. 
Single travellers always welcome and no 
supplements. Special rates available for 
parties of 6 or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE, 
1 PORT HILL, HERTFORD SG14 1PJ 

Tel: 01992 550616 

Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 



Tictureme Somerset 



Bed & Breakfast in large 
farmhouse - Rural setting 
- Close to Longleat & all 
amenities and attractions. 
Caravan & tent site available 



lei 01373 452938 



LYNTON 

Delightful Quauty Hotel 
AA 4 Diamonds. 
Spectacular sea views, 
en-suites, 4 posters. 
Licenced, non smoking. 

3 nights BBEM £95pp. 

Tel: 01598 752359 

www.alfordhouse.co.uk 



English Riviera 

BARGAIN 

TORQUAY 3 DAY BREAK 
FROM £59 

DBB AT WATERS EDGE HOTEL 

RIGHT ON THE SEA FRONT 
MAY- 3 NIGHTS £79 DBB 
JUNE- 3 NIGHTS £79 DBB 

50 en-suite bedrooms 
NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT 
& CAR PARK 

Tel: 01803 293 876 

hw. waters-edge-hotel. co. uk 



SNOWDONIA 

NEAR BALA 

Delightful period riverside 
cottage in peaceful 
surroundings - glorious views. 
3 bedrooms, sleeps 2-6, 
well furnished. 

Also 2 bedroom cottage style 
bungalow. Brochure: 

Telephone: 

01341 450238 



MINMORE FARM 
COTTAGES 

4 Star accommodation 
with beautiful scenery 
of the Wicklow hills 
in Ireland. 

Tel: 00353 55 29242 

Email: cwt@elrcom.net 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8 / 10 , own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01 865 326776 



To Rent 

marbella/aloha 

Two bedroom, two bathroom 
apartment. Overlooking golf 
course. Communal gardens, large 
pool, tennis, squash, parking. Five 
minutes to Puerto/Banus beach. 
For more information: 

Tel/Fax: 01865 712431 

Email: annabellep@onetel.net.uk 



MUCHAMIEL 

ALICANTE - SPAIN 

Spacious quality flat built 
for English over 50's. 
Pool, garden, laundry, total 
security. Bus 150 metres. 
£380 per calender month incl: 
Reduced for lets of 3 months 
& over 

Tel: 07788 817959 



CHURCH GRANGE 
GUEST HOUSE 



Bradley in the Moors, Alton 

Tel: 01889 507525 

Family & En-Suite Rooms 
All Rooms Include T.V., Light 
Refreshments, Tea & Coffee. 
Residents Lounge, Ample Car 
Park, Full English Breakfast. 



DARTMOUTH 

4 miles. 

S/c quality character 
cottage on farm. Sleeps 
4/5. Recently 
refurbished. Small lake 
& boat. Also farmhouse 
B & B. Details Phone/Fax: 

01803 712346 



BRIDPORT 

Beautiful Jurassic 
Dorset Coast 

En-suite B& 8 . £ 15.00 
pppn. Evening meal 
available if required. 

Tel: 01308 458867 



PEMBROKESHIRE 

FRESHWATER EAST 



Well equipped S/C holiday 
home. 250 yds from beach 
within Coastal Nat. Park. 
Available May- July & Early 
Autumn. Sleeps 2-6. Discounts 
for clergy & church workers 

Tel: 0151 486 2745 



WALES 

(Carmarthen Coast) 

Full equipped house, sleeps 
6. Stunning views to Gower. 
Nr harbour, shops, Pembrey 
Country Park (blue flag 
beach). Open all year 
Tel: 01554 833879 



Tuscang 

Beautiful apartment in 
500 year old Palazzo. 
Roof terrace, panoramic 
views. Situated in 
Medieval hill top village. 
30 mins Siena - 1 hour 
Florence. Sleeps 4 - 6 . 

Details: 01458 253471 



FRANCE 

Charente Farmhouse, sleeps 6- 
8, brilliant views/ countryside, 
cycles, canoe, games, books. 

piano, records, swimming 
space. Romanesque churches. 
£195 - £355 per week. 
Tel: 01482 862752 
or 01223 292456 



PEMBROKESHIRE 

Six newly-appointed units in tranquil, 
rolling countryside within reach of 
St. David's, Tenby, Oakwood, Folly 
Farm and Heatherton. Ideal for 
walking or cycling around 
Pembrokeshire. 

National Park's nigged coastline 
- 35 mins walk to Coastal Path. 
Tel: 01437 891789 
Fax: 01437 891788 

www.holidayaccommwales.com 



CORNWALL 



Porth. Superb holiday 
cottages in secluded 
valley close to beaches 
and attractions. Sleeping 
2 - 12 . Available all year. 

Tel/ Fax: 01637 854215 



mOUMOTCL 

Central Promenade, Llandudno 

- Open all year round ■ 

Guaranteed Free Car Parking. 
All rooms en-suite. 

B&B & Evening meal - 
£39.50 per person per night 

Details tel: 011,92 879660 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel: 01454 260619 
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DORSET 

Jurassic Coast 

Harbour-side Apartment 
at West Bay. Sleeps 4. 

Beautiful views. 
Great walking country. 
Many beaches nearby. 
For brochure call: 

01308 424631 




RIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 

Tel: 01900 445370 

piiko@hi 3 her 3 iiis.co.uk 

www.hi 3 her 3 iiis.co.uk 




Mid Cornwall 

Self-Catering 

Lodges/Caravans 

Beautiful rural woodland setting 

No Bar, No Disco, No Bingo 

Tel: 01208 831395 

www.self-caterin 3 -ruthem.c 0 .uk 
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please ring Sue Williams on: 

Fax: 01527 892152 

MmpiliBtalim@iir|g.Mt 



Peace in rural France 

Our Loire Valley tranquil riverside house 
in a charming village near Saumur is 
simply furnished, but comfortable. You 
can fish from the garden and good food, 
swimming, bike rides, tennis etc are close at hand. It is available 
from May to October and sleeps six plus; from £200 per week 
but reductions are possible especially for those in ministry. 
Telephone: 01993 813569 evenings or 0976 438336 day. 




SECRET WORLD! 



Relaxing canal holidays in comfortable 
boats, through beautiful countryside. 
Driving is easy - tuition included. 

MIDDLEWICH NARROWBOATS 
Canal Terrace, Middlewich, 
Cheshire CW10 9BD 
Tel: 01606 832460 
N www.middlewkhboats.co.uk r 



Bournemouth 

Small friendly flon-Smokin? Hotel, four 
mini from beach, (lore to all amenities. 
Ln-suite rooms. lea/ coffee facilities. 
Licenced and excellent home Cooking. 

cal Trish 01202 761193 



WWW. MEDINA VALLEYCENTRE.OR&.UK 
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HOLIDAY 

gesidemiai &. non-reSideWraH- 



- RYA sailing courses - beginners to instructor 

- BCU canoe courses - learn to paddle and 
explore the Island's unique rivers A creeks 

- combine sailing, canoeing A walking 

- relax by the river Medina 



Individuals A Families 
Church Groups 
Youth Groups 



Hmgtittf fti 

20 Queens Road 
Shanklin 

Isle of Wight P037 6AW 

01983 862727 

Mobile: 07816 653843 

www.knights-rest.co.uk 

Bed & Breakfast. Open all year. 
Adults only. Ideal relaxing break. 

2 mins beach, town and old village. 
Mid-week reductions. 




✓ 
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Set in 12 acres of private woodland, 
overlooking cove and harbour. 

Well equipped lodges, full facilities, colour TV etc, 
children's play areas, indoor/ outdoor pools, 
spa, sauna and terrace. Bar/ restaurant. 

Pets welcome. 

New Amberwood lodges are wheelchair friendly. 

Telephone: 01271 865361 

Website: www.watermouth.co.uk 



SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAy 

Watchet 
Caravans & Chalets 
overlooking the sea. 
Half price for senior 
citizens. 

Early & late Season 

Tel: 01984 631781 



SHREWSBURY/ 

IRONBR1DGE 

Barn conversions sleeping 
2-8. Ground floor bedrooms 
8 bathrooms. Peaceful 
location. Pets welcome. 

Short breaks , & Farmhouse 
BSB available 

Tel: 01952 770381 



Cosq cottages, fully equipped. 
Linen provided. Panoramic vieuis. 
Do?s welcome. 

For brochure - Tel: 

01694 722869 



Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & holidays. 
Our cottages are comfortable, warm, 
cosy and loved. 

See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01749 672 857 



BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

B&B in charming garden 
cottage. Nr sea. 
Peaceful, warm welcome. 

Non smoking. 

Sorry No Children or Pets. 
Parking available. 

Tel: 01202 762532 



tJbrf De CPoIlensci 
JlCajorca 

Attractive, 2 bedroom, 
ground floor apartment 
Private garden, quiet area. 
200m to sea/ bus stops, 30 
min walk to main promenade. 
Available from end April. 

Tel: 01373 812245 



PiMEMEM 

National Park 

Luxury Four Star 
self-catering 
accommodation. 

- Also 3 Star Hotel - 

Bnckure lei: 01239 820343 

Email:info@gellifawr.co.uk 



FRANCE 

La Rochelle 

Modernised Gite. 2 bedrooms, 
sleeps 4-6. BBQ. Secure parking, 
dose to beaches & Futuroscope, 
English spoken. Reasonable rates. 

Tel/fax: 00335 46 44 8925 (Fiance) 
or Tel/fax 01302 884781 



BARBADOS 
ST. JAMES 

Luxury beach front 
cottages, villas, studio. 
Tel: Michael 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 



Sustainable tourism - Enjoying 
today’s holiday and Preserving 
1 




Valerie Ching cheeks out initiatives 
for Green Tourism and Sustainable 
Development on the Isle of Wight 
and at Medina Valley Centre. 

Back in 1961 my first views of the Isle 
of Wight’s panoramic seascapes and 
rolling green 
countryside 
made a great 
impression - 
also the total 
absence 
of double 
yellow lines. 

Forty years on, 
changes are 
inevitable; the 
Island 

retains rural charm, but 
increased accessibility has brought "set 
piece" 

leisure facilities, a farming revolution, 
more ferries and cars. Today’s 
challenge to fulfil the Island’s motto 
"All this Beauty is of God” lies in 
balancing preservation of the 
environment and natural beauty with 
developing the economy through 
tourism; generating vital jobs while 
providing leisure activities. 

Medina Valley Environmental Outdoor 
Education Centre near Newport, marks 
its 40th anniversary this year. 

Reflecting trends in Christian and 
secular thinking over time, 
the founding 
vision of a 
place for total 
recreation and 
refreshment 
witnessed by 
vibrant and 
practical 

Christian faith is 
unchanged. 

Coupled with its 
core "green” 
activity of sailing, respect and care for 
God’s creation and environmental 
stewardship were always pivotal in 
Medina’s outreach ministry. These 
topics now have local, national and 
global prominence. The Isle of Wight 
Council focuses on green issues for 
all, promoting conservation, recycling, 
renewable energy, sustainable 
transport and tourism. As well as 
educational course modules, Medina 



Valley Centre has joined with 
mainland and Island organisations to 
give these topics higher profile. 

A finalist in SEEDA 2002 awards for 
sustainable business, the Centre 
developed a Renewable Energy 
Demonstration project with Entrust 
and local 
! business 
support. 
Eco-Schools 
projects involve 
students in 
recording energy 
consumption, 
reducing, reusing 
and recycling 
scarce resources. 
Conflicts of land 
use, development 
and protection of natural habitats are 
also considered. Medina Valley was a 
gold award winner in the 1W Tourism’s 
Green Island Awards Scheme 2003 for 
environmentally friendly businesses. In 
November Centre staff will participate 
in an Ecology Weekend arranged by 
Newport Churches. 

Hopefully, Isle of Wight holidaymakers 
will find green tourism a vital 
part of their holiday rather than of 
marginal interest. 189 sq kilometers 
of the Island are designated Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty; there are 
also two 
heritage coasts. 
Walking, 
cycling and 
sailing are 
agreeable 
outdoor 
pursuits. But 
it is not 
enough to 
enjoy the 
environment, 
giving mental assent to 
conservation ideals; ultimately it 
comes down to personal conviction. 
Wherever you go, take time on holiday 
to note examples of best practice, 
reuseable lightbulbs, local fresh 
produce, recycled paper, use of public 
transport and so on. 

Christians can lead the way in 
changing lifestyles; in the world as 
on the Isle of Wight they know that 
All This Beauty is of God. 




CORNWALL 



Porthleven 



Beautiful South Cornwall 
Harbourside cottage 
Panoramic views of Sea 
& Harbour. Available 
throughout the year. 
Tel/fax: 01326 565034 



Cornwall 




Port Isaac 

Quality' furnished holiday cottages 
in Port Isaac and Port Gaveme. 

45 minutes from the Eden Project 

Sleeps 4-6, Pets Welcome 
Personal Supervision By Owners 

May, June & July dates still available - also Autumn. 
For a colour brochure contact: 

Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port Isaac, PL29 3 RE 

Tel: 01208 880498 Fax: 01208 880934 

www.cornishholidayhomes.net 



CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel AA ★★★ 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast 
2 miles Exmoor, sleeps 4-6, 
heated covered pool. 
Games Room. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 



Tel 



GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 

01293 596222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: info@aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NON SMOKING 



Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 



BARMOUTH 



Top quality caravan-bugalows & 
caravans in picturesque beach/ 
mountain location. Indoor pool. 
Low season short breaks 
available. Pets welcome. 
Parc Caerelwan, Talybont, 
Barmouth, Gwynedd LL43 2AX 



Tel: 01341 247236 
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5rd Millennium Artists 

Artists in Stained Glass 



Rev. John Bradley’s Orphanage 
appeal for disabled street 
children in India 



ONE 

WORLD 



Gift* frorv* around the Wortd 

17 St James Street 
South Petherton 
Somerset TA13 5BS 

Tel: 01*tb0 1W66 



□o 



Well motivated individuals who would like 
a simple part-time business. 

If you are honest & ethical and would like 
to earn lk - 20 k per month full or part-time 

WITH ON-GOING TRAINING & SUPPORT 
TO ENSURE YOU SUCCEED 

RING CHRIS ON; 01380 860583 
Mobile: 07970 717110 

www.lcfgro u p.net 



DANIEL 

CLEVEDON 

Organ Builders 

★★★ 

Tuning and Servicing in all parts 
of the Diocese 

Prompt attention to all enquiries 
Continuo organ for hire 
- Details on request 

Percy Daniel & Co. Ltd. 

CLEVEDON, North Somerset 

DC’)| 7YY 

Tel: 01275 873273 

Fax: 01275 342747 



I David Wasley MA.ATc.DipAD.FMGP. I 

Conservator & Restoration Specialist) 



07 - 4 ^^. 7 73 V 1 2 
www.3rdmillenniumartists.co.uk 



COTSWOLD 

Wildlife Park 

- and Gardens - 

From ANTS to RHINOS in 
160 Acres of Parkland 

PLUS: 

★ ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
★ CHILDREN’S FARMYARD 
CAFETERIA ★ INDOOR EXHIBITS 

OPEN EVERY DAY from 10am except 25th Dec 



★ 



You can make a difference 

VOLUNTEERS 

WANTED 

A few days to any number of years. 

Doctors, nurses, technicians, social workers {all 
healthcare personnel) and teachers willing to work with 
compassion & dedication to help poor disabled and 
destitute children. 

STUDENTS AND TRAINEES ARE WELCOME TO 
GAIN WORK EXPERIENCE 

For further details contact: Dr. B. K. Sharma 
Gwalior Hospital & Education Charity, 

14 Magdalene Road, Walsall W$1 3TA (UK) 

Tel: 01922 629842 Fax: 01922 632942 

Why not visit our web site? 
www.disabled-children-india.org 



GWALIOR 

CHILDRENS’ 

HOSPITAL 



■*-4*/TY 



£ Please help us 
^ help them! 



I enclose £250 / £ 1 20 / £ to help these orphaned and disabled 

children. Please make cheques payable to Gwalior Childrens , 
Hospital Charity. 

and / or 

I promise to pay Gwalior Childrens Hospital a sum of £ i 

( pounds) each year or each month from j 

till further notice. Please debit my account no j 

sortcode bank / bldg, society's addins j 

OR Please debit my i 



Switch / Master /Visa / Amex / Diners club / CAF Card • 

Card no Expiry date- 

issue no.($witch only) 



Signature 

Title Fullname 



Date 

Address 



Post Code Tel.no Fax no 

Email 

Please return to — 

The Rev. John Bradley, Patron. 

Gwalior Childrens Hospital Charity, 

14, Magdalene Road, Walsall, West Midlands. WSI 3TA 

Please fill in or delete as appropriate. Would jrou lit a receipt? Yes /No 

Tick here [ ], if you would like Gwalior Childrens Hospital to reclaim the tax you have paid, 
making your this and any future donations as gift aid donations. 



Burford, Oxon 0X18 4JW 

Tel: (01993) 823006 

Open daily from 10am. Mid-way between 
Oxford & Cheltenham 
www.cotswoldwiIdlifepark.co.uk 



Famous Five Day / 

(At the real Kirrin Castle) Lashings of ginger beer and family adventure - 15 April 1 1am to 4j 

The Tales of Beatrix Potter Day 

Childrens activities and fun with an Easter Trail - IS April 11am to 4pm 

Norman Weekend 

Experience life from the Norman period with living history - 3, 4 & 5 May 10am to 5pm 

For more information Tel:- 01929 481294 

Corfe Castle near Wareham, Dorset - www.nationaltrust.org.uk 



The scene was a busy road junction in New Delhi, getting on 
for midnight. I was in a taxi, heading for the airport. The 
traffic lights had 
stopped all traffic. 

In the empty 
intersection 
something like an 
enormous spider 
began to make its 
way across the 
road. Only it wasn't 
a spider. It was a 
small child, 
perhaps ten or 
younger. He (or 
she, it was impossible to say) was grotesquely disabled. 
Limbs stuck out at improbable angles. Unable to stand, the 
child was walking on hands and feet. The lights changed, 
and in a moment the traffic was swirling all round the little 
scrap of humanity. 

Thousands of children in India are destitute. A lot of them 
need medical attention. Many are living as best they can on 
the streets usually by begging or scavenging. The need is 
great, but there are signs of hope. One of them is in Gwalior, 
a city of about a million, some 200 miles south of Delhi. 

The Gwalior Children's Hospital was opened in 1998 to 
provide for the poor and needy children of the area. It was 
the brainchild of Dr B K Sharma, a Paediatric Surgeon from 
India working with NHS in Midlands in U.K. He and his wife, 
who is an anaesthetist, have given generously of their 
income and encouraged others to do the same, to establish 
the children's hospital in his home town. It is more than a 
children's hospital. It provides clinics and medical care free 
of charge for the poorest of the poor in Gwalior, its slums, 
rural and remote areas through its rural health centres and 
mobile clinics too. 981 children have been adopted and are 
being provided for through this charity, which also runs a 
school for special need for such poor children. 

It is a beacon of light in a sometimes dark landscape. 

The urgent need now is to establish an orphanage with a 
rehabilitation and training centre for street children. I invite 
your support. I have seen for myself the difference we can 
make. You can be sure that every pound will be put to good 
use. Your pound can do far more in India than in the UK. For 
example, just £250 once and/or £10 a month will provide 
shelter, food, education and health care for a child in need. 
All donations are tax exempted in U.K., U.S.A. and India as 
per tax rules in the country. Your donation in U.K. as Gift Aid 
will enable the Charity to reclaim tax on your donation. 
Please pass on this request for support to everyone. Any 
help, however little it may be will be appreciated and helps 
to provide a life with love and happiness to such a child in 
desperate need. You can use this form to send your 
donation. You can donate on line too. 

Just visit our website: 
www.gwalior.hospital.care4free.net 
and click on donate. 

Thank you! The Rev. John Bradley. 

Gwalior Children's Hospital Regd. Charity no. 1063694 
For further details: 

Tel: 01922 629842 Fax: 01922 632942 
Email: gwalior.hospital@care4free.net 



Corfe (aitl e - Captivating 

r 1 «t 

Cducatin? 



As you explore one of the most 
impressive ruined castle's in 
England, you are following in the 
footsteps of Kings, Knights, 
Soldiers, workmen, servants, 
prisoners and all of the people who 
have lived at, worked in, fought 
over or visited Corfe Castle during 
its 1000 year history. 

Today Corfe Castle gives its name to a 
quiet picturesque village in beautiful 
and peaceful countryside, which is 
dominated by the majestic ruin. 

But to the castle builder William the 
Conqueror and his Royal successors, 
this castle, protecting the gateway to 
the isle of Purbeck, made it one of the 
most important in the land. Although it 
was sold by Elizabeth 1 in 1572, it still 
remained a royalist stronghold up 
until the English Civil War. When, after 
two sieges a treacherous act allowed 
the parliamentarian forces access. 

The castle was then deliberately 
destroyed by act of parliament in 1646 



and left as we see it today. 

Now owned by the National Trust, 
Europe's largest conservation charity, 
it is protected by parliament, as a 
scheduled monument, and is open to 
visitors all year. Castle View visitor 
centre is an exciting interactive 
display located in the shadow of the 
castle, with free car parking. This 
tells the fascinating history of Corfe 
Castle and provides information 
on the area of Purbeck. The Castle 
grounds are perfect for a picnic or 
you may wish to sample some fine 
food and drink at the adjacent 18th 
Century tearoom, with its delightful 
garden. 

Throughout the year an extensive 
range of events are planned and free 
guided tours are available between 
March and October. To really make 
your visit special you could take a trip 
on the Swanage heritage steam 
railway which you can join from the 
village station. For more 
information, Tel: 01929 481294. 



Saturday 24 May, 2pm - 6pm 



In aid of The Friends of All Saints, 
High Wycombe. By kind permission of 
Lord Carrington, patron of The Friends 
Tea and homemade cakes 



Admission: £4-50 adults, £l children 
For further details contact: 

01494 522963 
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Music for Charity 

Helen James John Hooper 

Classical & Folk Guitar, Vocals Piano & Keyboards, Vocals 

Live Music 

For Services and Special Events 

Original songs and instrumentals, 
folk and jazz arrangments of worship songs 

Tel: 0117 9043144 Tel: 0117 9865635 

Music for Charity is sponsored by Campion Live Music 
Email: enquiries@campionmusic.co.uk 



5rd Millennium Artists 

Artists in Stained Glass 



David Wasley ma.atc. di P ad. fmgp j 
Conservator & Restoration Specialist 



0 14 V4 . 7 73 7 12, 
www.3rdmillenniumartists.co. uk 



Available from 

PHIL LAWSON JOHNSTON 

A SERIES OF WORSHIP ALBUMS 

"WORSHIP IN THE ROOM" 

4 Volumes of worship songs for small groups 

who long to worship but have no musician to lead them. 

With simple arrangements 

Vol. 1 ^our Presence'. 

Vol. 2 your Faithfulness'. 

are suitable for people to sing to with a selection of old and 
new songs and hymns. 

Volume 3. 7 Pray. 

is suitable for playing during intercession or prayer ministry, and 
Volume 4. you Value Me', (previously 'Value Me') 
is a more personal devotional album with songs and scripture 
readings on the theme of finding our true value only in God's love. 
CDs £7.50, Cassettes £6.00 + £1.00 p&p each. 
Cheques payable to 'Cloud Trust' 

HAND ENGRAVED GLASS 
COMMISSIONS TAKEN 

Any subject, any size. Glass can be provided and quotes 
given. Virtually anything engraved. 

Contact: 307 Woodstock Road, Oxford 0X2 7NY 
Tel: 01865 515417 Email: plj@glassengraver.net 




stainedglassuk 



Commissions & Restoration 

Ecclesiastical Specialists, Domestics & Commercial 
Medieval to contemporary trained artists 
Free quote & onsite visit with glass samples & 
sketch book for inspiration and design ideas 
with recognised artist Themis Mikellides. 
Photos of past works available. 

We work with antique sheet glass 
All techniques at our fingertips 
For all enquiries & interest contact: 

Themis Mikellides 01 225 3111 83 
Mobile: 07810 891775 
bathaquaglass@hotmail.com 

Visit the studio at Bespoke glass giftware 

The Bath Aqua Theatre & gallery at 

of Glass The Glass House 

1 05-1 07 Walcot Street 1 -2 Orange Grove 
Bath Bath 




Churches all over the country have 
been adorned with stained glass 
windows made by Stainedglassuk 
at the Bath Aqua Theatre of Glass 
visitor centre, where you can see 
artist's performing the ancient arts 
of stained and glass blowing. 

The stained glass studio is run by Themis 
Mikellides and Annette Martin and their 
team of crafts people. 

They have completed windows world- 
wide including St Georges Church in 
Warminster, Wiltshire which comprised of 
two medieval depictions and four 
contemporary arches, St Columbus 
Church, Chesham which were two 
millennium windows, a commemorative 
window for a chapel in Nigeria, which 



m.m. ciAsicdL oRGon court 



Digital and 
Classical Organs 
for churches 
and private 
homes 

I Telephone: 

01278 792649 




Unit 26, Moorlands Ind Est, 
Moorland Road, Highbridge, 
Somerset TA9 3ET 



U^eiirincj? 

Let your vestments provide an income. 
]ackson Leng 

Telephone: 01892 891473 

Website: www.churchshop.co.uk 



Is your church planning 
to start making new 
kneelers, if so I can 
stretch and straighten 
your canvases, sew them 
up, and fill them with 91b 
of chip foam cut to size. 

Call Jacquie for a very 
competitive price. 

7-CLc ZC jlLLS, 

61 Nethercote Road, Tackley, Kidlington, 
Oxford 0X5 3AT 

Tel: 01869 331502 




Pehrson’s Candles 

for quality & service 

Units 3 & 4, Building 7 
Saxon Way, Melbourn 
South Cambridgeshire SG8 6DN 




Pehrson’s 

Candles 



No Order is too Small 

100% pure stearin candles 
10% beeswax candles 
Votives & sundries 

Tel: 01763 262633 

Fax: 01763 262675 
Email: sales@pehrsons-candles.co.uk 



Pehrson’s have been importing 
candles for almost 60 years 
specialising in high quality candles. 

Their Swedish manufacturer 
Liljeholmens, has been making some 
of the Worlds finest candles since 
1839 from 100% pure stearin, a 
material which is made from 
renewable sources, mainly nut oil. 

It burns with a large bright flame, 
does not soot, is long bum and will 
not drip in most situations. 

Because of its hardiness it will not 
bend in sunlight and warmth. 

The unique “Kanal” candle is 
excellent in difficult situations, 
made from 100% stearin, it burns 
with no wax pool as internal 
channels prevent dripping. 

The 10% beeswax Church candles 
are made in Europe, by long 
established quality manufacturers. 



The Glass House 




incorporated 
a painted image of a missionary, a 
vision of St Christopher and Jesus Christ 
on the cross. 

On the restoration front, the most 
desirable panel was an Arts and Crafts 
window found in the vaults of Abbey 
chambers in Bath, it depicted artists at 
work and was an exciting project for the 
team. 

Whether the panels are traditional or 
contemporary the studio only works with 
hand blown glass. 

The free blown roundels are made at the 
Theatre of Class by the Bath Aqua 
blowers, this enable us to match any 



colour and purpose blow to order. 

The hand blown sheet glass has 
an unmatched vibrancy and 
colour and is from an English 
company and the Tatra mountains 
in Poland. 

The studio has done minor repairs 
with the Bath Abbey and other 
churches. 

The studio welcomes new 
ecclesiastical and domestic 
commissions nationally and world- 
wide. The team works closely with 
clients to ensure that they get exactly 
what they want. 

Site visits are available, if you require 
further information contact Themis 
Mikellides, Stainedglassuk, 

1 a 2 Orange Grove, Bath. 

Telephone: 01225 311183 

or email us on bathaqua@hotmail.com 



Made to order & fitted. 
Stainless Steel. 

Ideal stone guards 
Free site survey & quote. 



01935 479230 

DYERS METAL MESH, 
YEOVIL SOMERSET. 



Cross Stitch 

Your Church, 
Christian and 
Christmas Kits 

In 8,11,14 Aida. 
Chart/kit from j)hoto 

A5 S.a.e. for details:- 

Paget Designs 

Suite 7(cp), 
Grovemere House, 
Beckingham Street 
Tolleshunt Major 
Essex CM9 8LZ 
www.pagetdesigns.co.uk 

Tel: 01621 868867 



The oldest Bellhanging Company in the UK 
combining Modern Technology with Traditional 
Craftsmanship 

WHITES OF APPLETON 

Cijurclj IBelUjangers 

(Established 1824) 

Appleton, Abingdon, Oxon 0X13 5JJ 
Tel: 01865 862549 Fax: 01865 864969 

Email: bell@whitesbellhangers.co.uk 
Website: www.whitesbellhangers.co.uk 

Free inspection on the UK mainland 
No deposit required with order 





Bookbinding by 
Benedictine Monies 

Do you tee a Bible or Liturgical Book in need 
of rebinding or refurbishing? 

Restoration and general binding also undertaken. 

Quarr Abbey Bindery 

Tbl: 01983 882420 Fax: 01981 884402 

Reftmmd Chanty No, 218731 



Spire Light 



Belfry 

Louvres 



Cfiurd) lUtftoration Co. (II) Ifo. 

SPECIALISTS IN: 

CHURCH DECORATION 
• CHURCH RENOVATION 
• STONE RESTORATION 
• CLEANING MASONRY 
ROOFING 

• STAINED GLASSWORK 
& LISTED BUILDINGS 



intents 




Keystone 

Impact 

South 

Porch 



'Pilaster 
Pediment 
Road Loft 
Star 



Barge Board 
Tympanum 
Vestry or Sedilia 
Sacristy 



indow 

’arapet 

Crocketed Pinnacle 
.Gargoyles 

m 

.Wall Tablet 
Sanctuary 
Easter Sepulchre 
‘Diagonal Buttress 

‘Aumbry 
High Altar 
Plinth 
Piscina 



Crypt or Undercroft 



PORTSMOUTH & 
LONDON 

Freephone: 

0800 052 1030 



Email: churchrestorationltd @ hotmail.com 
ALL ESTIMATES AND ADVICE ARE FREE AND WITHOUT OBLIGATION 



♦ * « 



»***£**««*»** 
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WesleyCollege 

+ RRKTOI *"■*' 



BRISTOL 

An Ecumenical Study Centre open to all 




Wesley College offers the following 
programmes by full or part-time study 

BA in Theological Studies 
BA in Theology and Ministry 

(ordination training) 

Foundation Studies for Ministry 

(vocational exploration) 

MA in Theology and Ministry 

(includes studies in Lay and Ordained Ministry, Liturgy, 
Church Music, Leadership and Wesleyan Studies) 

Pastoral Carers' Course 

(for those who exercise pastoral care, lead or support 
others in pastoral care) 



For more information contact: 

Wesley College, College Park Drive, Henbury Road, 
BRISTOL BS10 7QD 

Tel: 01 17 959 1200 Fax: 01 17 950 1277 



E-mail: admin@wesley-college-bristol.ac.uk 
Website: www.wesley-college-bristol.ac.uk 



HEYTHROP COLLEGE 



UNIVERSITY OF 
LONDON 




The Specialist Philosophy and Theology College of the University 

Undergraduate and Postgraduate Degrees 



Heythrop College, founded by the Society of Jesus in 1614, has one of the 
finest theological libraries in Britain, as well as one of the largest teaching 
faculties. The College is situated in private gardens in the heart of Kensington, 
with excellent underground and bus links to all mainline stations. 



BA Theology = 

Bachelor of Divinity 
BA Philosophy 
BA Philosophy and Theology 
BA Philosophy, Religion and 
Ethics 

MA Biblical Studies # * 

MA Christian Spirituality * + 
MA Christian Ethics and 
Society # * 



MA Pastoral Liturgy # 

MA Pastoral Studies + 

MA in Philosophy and Religion * + 
MA Psychology of Religion * + 

MA Christianity and 
Interreligious Dialogue * + 

MA Philosophy + 

MTh Systematic Theology + 

MTh Pastoral Theology + 



= Three years full-time, or six years part-time + One year full-time, or part-time over two or 
three years # Part-time only * Evening tuition 

Supervision for research degrees can also be provided. 



For further details, please contact Admissions Enquiries, Heythrop College, 
University of London, Kensington Square, London W8 5HQ; e-mail: 
enquiries@hevthrop.ac.uk: fax: 020 7795 4200; or telephone: 020 7795 6600. 

Further information may also be found at www.heythrop.ac.uk. 




Applied Christian Studies 

- Dynamic learning for busy Christians since 1983 



Workshop’s main aim is to celebrate truth; 
the learning and discovery of this truth, we 
believe should be a joy. 

Learners and teachers work to discover God amid 
certainty, mystery and paradox. We are sensitive 
to differences between various traditions of the 
church, and aim to increase understanding about 
the reasons behind sincerely-held opposing 
views. Participants learn how to think rather than 
what to think. 

Workshop is an in-service vocational Christian 
training programme for people with busy lives, 
whose work, family and church responsibilities 
make full-time study impossible and want 
something more than distance learning. 

Workshop enables people to get to grips with the 
exciting challenge of the Christian faith, in both 
understanding and practice. These people may be 
mature Christians or new to the faith, they may 
have doubts, or may simply be enquiring. It is 
important to us to create a safe environment 
where open and honest dialogue can take place. 
Workshop provides a complete survey of the 
people of God from creation to the present day. 
Examines the varieties of biblical literature and 



the skills to interpret them. Spirituality and 
practical service are emphasised. Living hope and 
the basics of our faith are explored. Church life, 
mission and communication are studied, along 
with the exciting challenges of ethics and 
apologetics. It is simply the most complete and 
integrated learning experience of its kind within 
such an accessible time framework. One student 
said, “One of the most fulfilling courses 1 ever 
attended.” 

Workshop runs one weekend a month, for eleven 
months [Sept - July], from six strategically 
placed national centres. It is carefully structured 
in a relaxed atmosphere. It is non-residential but 
accommodation can be arranged. Open to all, no 
entry requirements, integral to the course is 
producing a portfolio to gain the ‘ABC: 
Certificate in Applied Christian Studies’, which is 
accredited by the Qualifications ft Curriculum 
Authority (QCA) through the Awarding Body 
Consortium (ABC). 

104 Townend Lane, Deepcar, Sheffield S36 2TS 
Tel: 01142888816 
E-mail: office@anvil.org.uk 
Website: www.workshop.org.uk 




St Deiniol's Library 

Hawarden 
Flintshire, 

CH5 3DF Wales 

This Fine Residential Library was built as a 
memorial to William Ewart Gladstone and 

has for over 100 years been welcoming those 
engaged in "the pursuit of divine learning " 

Collections in Theology, History, Literature 
& 19th century 

❖ Refurbished accommodation En-suite now 
available 

❖ Sabbaticals & Short Study Breaks 

❖ Holidays in Wales & Chester area 
2002 Programme of Courses 

Please contact us for further information 

Tel: 01244 532350 

Email: deiniol.visitors@btintemet.com 
http://st-deiniols.chester.ac.uk 



CAMPION HOUSE 

Our courses for lay ministry 
start again in September. 

This year we are offering a new 
one-year course: 



,^0 



CHRISTIAN MINISTRY TODAY 

Theological pastoral & spiritual aspects of ministry 

Open to priests and lay people. The course 
is arranged in three modules of one term 
each. Teaching takes place during the 
daytime on Fridays. 

No previous qualifications required. 

Other courses, mostly evenings, 
in Theology and Spirituality. 

Why not find out about them? 

RING FOR DETAILS: 

The Secretary, Campion House, 112 
Thornbury Rd, Osterley, Middx TW7 4NN 

Tel: 020 8560 1924 

Email: campionhouseosterley@compuserve.com 



The Queen's 
Foundation 




FOR ECUMENICAL THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 



LEARNING AT THE PLACE 
WHERE TRADITIONS MEET 

Full and part-time study programmes that are rigorous, 
relevant, practical and ecumenical leading to: 

Certificate, Diploma or BA (Hons) in Applied Theological Studies 
MA/Th.D. in Applied Theological Studies 
MA/PhD Research Degrees 

Opportunities for in-service training 
and Sabbaticals. 

For more information contact: 

The Queen's Foundation, Somerset Road, Birmingham B15 2QH 
0121-454 1527 - Email: enquire@queens.ac.uk 
or visit www.queens.ac.uk 
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The Importance Of Theology 



HEYTHROP COLLEGE 



Heythrop College was founded 
by the Society of Jesus (the 
Jesuits) in 1614. 

The College became part of the University 
of London in 1970 and is the specialist 
Philosophy and Theology College of the 
University. 

Heythrop has one 
of the largest 
Theology teaching 
faculties in Britain, 
with over thirty 
full- time 
members of staff. 

It also has one of 
the finest 
Philosophy and 
Theology 
libraries, with 
over 270,000 
books. This 
library is a 
national 
resource and 
holds many 
rare books, 
including the 
7th century 
Cuthbert 
Gospel 
(presently on 
loan to the British 
museum) and an illuminated manuscript 
from the 14th century (the picture of the 
crucifixion is from this book). 

Heythrop offers a range of undergraduate 
degrees, including the BD, BA in 
Theology, BA in Philosophy and Theology, 
BA in Philosophy, Religion and Ethics, 
and BA in Philosophy. The College also 
offers research degrees (MPhil and PhD) 
in many aspects of Philosophy and 
Theology. The part-time MA degrees with 
tuition on one evening a week have 
proved particularly popular and students 
travel to London for these not only from 




the home counties but also from as far 
afield as Norwich, Bristol and Plymouth. 
These MA degrees are available in a wide 
range of areas, including Biblical Studies, 
Christian Spirituality, Christian Social 
Ethics, Philosophy and Religion, and 
Psychology of Religion. 

The teaching at Heythrop has been 

recognised by the 
Government’s 
Quality Assurance 
Agency as being of 
very high quality. 
Groups are small and 
Heythrop is, perhaps, 
the only College 
remaining in Britain to 
offer one-to-one 
tutorials to all 
undergraduate and 
postgraduate students, 
affording an 
exceptionally high level 
of individual attention. 
Heythrop's courses 
attract students from all 
walks of life; for some 
students, particularly 
those in some kind of 
ministry or teachers, their 
degree will be of direct 
vocational relevance, but 
others take the College's 
courses to further their 
own personal development and to gain 
skills which are useful in many aspects of 
life. About 40% of the staff are Jesuits 
and a few are from other religious 
orders, but the staff also includes a 
number of Anglicans. Similarly, the 
College's students come from a range of 
Christian denominations - or none at all. 



Discover the Jewishness of Jesus 

New Bible study course for lay people on 
Matthew's Gospel. Authoritative 
commentary included. 

West Sussex Bible Correspondence College 
21 Rye Ash, Three Bridges, Crawley RH10 1RL 

Tel: 01293 520288 



A DISTANCE LEARNING DEGREE IN THEOLOGY 

Work at your own pace in the comfort of your home 
Understand the Bible better 



Study your faith in depth 
Learn to think Theologically 
Apply insights gained to life 

For a prospectus contact us today: 
The 

OPEN 

THEOLOGICAL 

College 

University of Gloucestershire, Francis Close Hall, 
Swindon Road, Cheltenham, Glos GL50 4AZ 
Telephone: 01242 532837 Fax: 01242 532801 
Email: otc@glos.ac.uk 




British and Irish 
Association for Mission 
Studies 



Conference 2003 

“Reconciling Mission: 
Overcoming Violence” 

Mon 23 June - Thurs 26 June 
New College, University of 
Edinburgh 
Keynote Speaker: 

Prof. Robert Schreiter 
Members £199; Non-Members £225 
£45 en-suite supplement 
BIAMS, Henry Martin Centre, 
Westminster College, 
Cambridge CB3 OAA 
Tel: 01223 741088 
Fax: 01223 741089 
Email: acc34@cam.ac.uk 
www.martynmission.cam.ac.uk/biams 



Reconciling Mission: Overcoming Violence 

BIAMS Conference 23 - 26 June, New College, Edinburgh 

Reconciliation is at the heart of the Gospel; the need to 
overcome violence in our societies is ever present. This 
conference aims to explore the mission implications of 
reconciliation and overcoming violence, both worldwide and 
within Britain and Ireland. 

Prof. Robert Schreiter C.PP.S. author of The Ministry of 
Reconciliation: Spiritualities and Strategies, is our main speaker. 
Prof. Schreiter will give three keynote addresses each evening of 
the conference on ^Reconciliation, Peace-Making, and Mission! 
which will address the theology of reconciliation and peace- 
making for mission, the spirituality required for peace-making 
and reconciliation, and the equipping of agents for reconciliation 
and peace-making. 

Case studies from a variety of contexts will provide material for 
further reflection on this topic. Speakers include: Dr. Ceceila 
Clegg, co-author of Moving beyond Sectarianism: Religion, 
Conflict and Reconciliation in Northern Ireland; Rhoda Gilfillan 
& Sardar Hassan Ghauri, The Well, Asian Information Centre, 
Glasgow; Rev. Jacques Matthey, Co-ordinator of the mission 
and evangelism team of WCC. Editor of International Review of 
Mission; Rev. Dr. Carrie Pemberton from the Centre for 
International Studies, Cambridge, and the Governments Detention 
Estate. 

There will be discussion, short papers, worship, a chance for 
networking, and an opportunity for people working in the area of 
reconciliation to present a short paper pertinent to the theme 
which addresses British and Irish or global concerns. 

New College is situated in the historic centre of Edinburgh in the 
same courtyard where the 1910 World Missionary Conference 
took place and where the Scottish Parliament now sits. 



Christian Studies 
by Distance Learning 

Lifelong Learning at all levels 
Continuing Ministerial Education 

ft 

Stimulating, relevant and flexible programmes of 
study by Open / Distance Learning 



MINISTRY 

THEOLOGY 



ADULT EDUCATION 
CHURCH SCHOOL EDUCATION 



Further details: CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN MINISTRY 
Chester College, Parkgate Road, Chester CHI 4BJ 
Tel: 01244 392847 Email: h.wilson@chester.ac.uk 



WORKSHOP 

&6ni&tia*t Studied, 

Dynamic Christian learning for busy Christians 

One weekend a month from Sept-July 
Strategic centres nationwide 
Biblical study 
Spiritual development 
Challenging questions 
Vocational and applied 
National accreditation by the QCA 

Send for a 24 page free full colour 
prospectus 
Tel: 0114 2888816 
e-mail: office@anvil.org.uk 
www.workshop.org.uk 

See the article in this paper 





OXFORD 

BROOKES _ 

UNIVERSITY 1 



Westminster institute 
of Education 



New ways of thinking about 
Theology and Religion 

at Wesley Centre Oxford 



■ Spirituality 

« Human Development 

* Faith Development 

■ Mission and Ministry 

♦ Certificate ♦ BA Hons ♦ MA ♦ PhD 

Part-time or full-time 
In Oxford or at home 
The choice is yours 

For further information 
email: wco@brookes.ac.uk 
tel: 01805 488377 



pill 



p*fl 



L-i-L 



Wesley Centre Oxford 
Oxford Brookes University 
Harcourt Hill Campus 
Oxford 0X2 9AT 




www. brookes . ac . u k/ wco 



cross. 
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The Centre for 
Jewish-Christian Relations 

offers an 

MA op Diploma in Jewish-Christian Relations 

on site in Cambridge or by Distance Learning, 
full or part time 

♦ 

Excellent rating from the Quality Assurance Agency 

♦ 

Modules include: Jewish and Christian Responses to 
the Holocaust; Jewish-Christian Relations in Europe 
in the 20th Century; Jewish and Christian Biblical 
Interpretation; The Land of Israel. 

Summer School 2003, Prague, 14-25 July 

‘Ethnic and Religious Elements in the Development 
of a Civil Society: Jewish-Christian Relations in the 

Czech Lands’ 

The programme will examine the influence of 
religion and nationality on the formation of Czech 
society through lectures presented by British and 
Czech academics, and religious and interfaith leaders 
in the Czech Republic. 

Deadline for applications: 1 May 2003 

CJCR, Wesley House, 30 Jesus Lane, Cambridge 
CB5 8BJ, Tel: (01223) 741048 
enquiries@cjcr.cam.ac.uk, www.cjcr.cam.ac.uk 
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Bovington, Dorset 
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FAMILY ACTIVITY TRAIL 
ALL NEW TANKS IN ACTION DISPLAYS 
FREE Acoustiguide Audio Tours 
ARMOURED VEHICLE RIDES 
THE TRENCH 

A Dramatic First World War walkthrough exhibition 

MOBILITY Displays 

Massive INDOOR collection of over 150 vehicles 



PHONE FOR DETAILS 

Recommended by 98% of visitors 



T: 01929 405096 
E: info @ tankmuseum.co.uk 
www.tankmuseum.co.uk 

MUSEUM OPEN DAILY 10AM - 5PM 

V. Closes 5pm Sun 15th to 10am Frl 27th Dec. 



When Vaxjo came to the Wycombe Deanery 



Three sorbets for May days 

By our cookery writer Ann Way 



1. Lemon sorbet 

Ingredients 

juice of two lemons 
1 tspn of finely grated lemon peel 
without pith 

57gm (2 oz) castor sugar 
177 ml (6 oz) water 

1 egg white 

Method 

Mix all the ingredients except the 
egg white in a large bowl. Stir until 
the sugar has dissolved. Pour into a 
tin ice container and place in the 
freezdF. Stir through several times as 
it starts to freeze at the edges until 
the whole thing becomes mushy. At 
this point whisk the egg white until 
firm but not stiff and fold it into the 
lemon mixture until well blended. 
Leave to freeze properly. Cover and 
label. When needed allow to soften 
slightly in the fridge before taking 
scoops and placing in lemon shells 
or pretty glass dishes with a slice of 
lemon on the edge to decorate. 

2. Raspberry Sorbet 

Ingredients 

450gm (1 lb) raspberries 
175gm (6 oz) castor sugar 

2 egg whites 
water 

Method 

Liquidize and sieve the raspber- 



ries and place in a pint size jug. 
See how much water is needed to 
make up to a pint but don't add 
it to the raspberries yet. Dissolve 
the sugar in the water in a 
saucepan and boil uncovered for 
ten minutes. Stir the sugar syrup 
on to the raspberries and leave to 
cool. The pour into a 6ml (lpint) 
ice cube tray and freeze until 
mushy. Whisk the egg whites to 
form light peaks, which are not 
too dry and fold into the raspber- 
ry puree. Return to the freezer 
until firm and, as in previous 
recipe, cover and label. Soften 
slightly when you need to serve. 

3. Orange sorbet 

Ingredients 

175*gm (6 oz) castor sugar 
450 ml (3/4 pint) water 
178 ml (6 1/2 fluid oz) of fresh 
orange juice or from a carton 
two large egg whites 
Method 

Dissolve sugar in the water in a 
saucepan, uncovered, and boil for 
ten minutes. Pour the resulting 
syrup into a bowl containing the 
orange juice. Stir thoroughly and 
leave to get cold. Pour into a large 
ice tray and continue as in the pre- 
vious recipes. If liked when serving 
top with depithed and skinned 
slices of fresh orange. 



Approved by CCLA Investment Management Limited. Authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Services Authority under the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 TSMAi. 
Deposits taken by the CBF Church oi England Deposit Fund are exempted from the FSMA 
under the Financial Services and Markets Act (Exemption) Order 2001 . Participation m the 
Fund is restricted to any charitable trust with objects connected with the work of the Church 
of England. 

Past performance is no guarantee of future returns. The daily deposit rate will fluctuate. 



LED by their Bishop, Anders 
Wejryd, the Deans from the 
Swedish Diocese of Vaxjo 
made a visit to Wycombe 
Deanery on Tuesday, 1 April. 
They had asked for a visit to an 
English deanery with a varied 
life and ministry. Wycombe 
provided plenty of examples. 
They have been visiting the 
Diocese of Oxford on a fact- 
finding trip, as part of the 
developing partnership 

between the Diocese of Vaxjo 
and the Diocese of Oxford. 

The visitors from Sweden 
began the day meeting church 
leaders from East Wycombe at 
St Peter’s, Micklefield, where 
they were greeted by the Revd 
Mary Gurr, who spoke about 
the life of the church in 
Micklefield and Wycombe 
Marsh. After a tour of the 
estate and a visit to St Anne’s 
Church, the group set off for 
Flackwell Heath, where they 
were entertained to lunch in 
the new church centre by the 



Vicar of Christ Church, the 
Revd Chris Bull, and his wife, 
Wendy. They also had an 
overview of the life of the 
Deanery from Chris, who is 
Area Dean of Wycombe in 
addition to his parish responsi- 
bilities. 

After a brief visit in the pour- 
ing rain to All Saints Church in 
the town centre, the party trav- 
elled to Hambleden and then 
to Lane End, where they 
learned about contrasting 
styles of rural ministry. They 
were also impressed by the 
level of co-operation between 
the Church of England, 
Pentecostal and Methodist 
congregations in Lane End. 

The following day the part- 
nership between the two dioce- 
ses was formally sealed by 
Bishop Richard Harries of 
Oxford and Bishop Anders 
Wejryd of Vaxjo, who signed a 
covenant of partnership at a 
special service in Christ 
Church Cathedral . 



MEMBERS OF THE V&XJ& 
GROUP (clockwise from top) outside 
Hambleden Parish Church; The 
Revd Malcom McNaughton, 
Rector of the Hambledon Valley 
Group Ministry in conversation 
with two Swedish Area Deans 
over tea in the village hall; The 
Revd Mary Gurr,Team Vicar talk- 
ing to the Swedish visitors about 
church life in Wycombe Marsh; 
The Revd Chris Bull (Area Dean 
of Wycombe) in conversation with 
The Revd Kerstin Bothen 
(Diocesan Officer for Liturgy in 
Vaxjo) at Christ Church, 
Flackwell Heath. 



ACCORDING to the well-known cook, 

Elizabeth David, ices probably came to the 
Italians via the Chinese, although the Arabs 
and the Persians and the Moguls all had 
their ices in the form of sherbets, forerun- 
ner of sorbets. The Romans knew about 
iced wine and fruit juices as they had a sys- 
tem of preserving ice in special underground store places. It was cer- 
tainly the Italians who brought ices to Europe. Buontalini, a Florentine 
cook, delighted the French court with these delicacies in 1533. It is said 
that another Italian, de Mirra, brought ices to the English via the court 
of Charles 1 st . 

As May is one of the first summer months, I have decided to give you 
three sorbets. The first is a lemon one from the British Heart 
Foundation, though I have added one egg white to improve the texture. 



A competitive rate of interest For short-term cash balances 
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Diocesan appointments contd from page 8 



The Revd David Parry, Team 
Rector, Chambersbury (Diocese of 
St. Albans), to be Team Rector, 
Church of the Holy Family, 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford (correction); 
the Revd John Russell, Priest-in- 
Charge, Wing and Area Dean of 
Mursley Deanery, has resigned from 
all posts; the Ven Eddie Shirras, 
Priest-in-Charge, Marcham w 
Garford, to have House for Duty 
(same benefice); the Revd Susie 
Simpson, Asst. Curate, All Saints 
High Wycombe in the Wycombe 



Team Ministry, to be Team Vicar, SS 
Mary 6c George, Sands and St 
James, Downley in the Wycombe 
Team Ministry; the Revd John 
Toogood, Asst Curate of Sherborne 
w. Castleton and Lillington (Diocese 
of Salisbury), to be Priest-in-Charge 
Chieveley w Winterbourne and 
Oare; the Revd. Susan van Beveren, 
Hon. Asst Priest with PTO at Christ 
Church Anglican Chaplaincy, 
Amsterdam (Diocese of Europe), to 
be Chaplain for Work and 
Economic Life in Reading 
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R is for relationships 
and a better way of life 



THE authors describe The R 
Option as ‘a lifestyle book of 
the most thorough kind’ in 
which they urge us to make 
relationships a priority in our 
lives. In fact, the authors go 
so far as to suggest: ‘the 
world is primarily about the 
way people relate to God and 
each other. Love is the domi- 
nant theme of Christianity, 
and love is a category of rela- 
tionships’ and ‘Relationships 
(are) the girders holding up 
whole tower blocks of civic 
order, organisational success, 
and personal happiness’. 

However, they don’t start 
from the premise that they 
are themselves success stories, 
knowing all there is to know 
about forming and maintain- 
ing relationships, and have 
written a book telling us 
what to do and how to do it. 
Using personal vignettes, they 
start from the idea of explo- 
ration, suggest a number of 
ideas and follow them up 
with some practical sugges- 
tions for their application. 

The first chapter is called 
simply ‘Relationships’ and 
sets the scene for the book. 
The authors suggest that rela- 
tionships are the key to self- 
understanding, happiness, 
reputation, self-esteem, social 
support and re-establishing 
balance in our personal lives. 

Subsequent chapters explore 
areas such as time, communi- 
cation, management, leisure, 
money and sex. However, a 
central theme of the book is 
not only how we, as individu- 
als, might improve our own 
lives through the quality of 
our relationships but, perhaps 
more significantly, how rela- 
tionships should be at the centre 
of political thinking and how 
this might be implemented. 



The psychological literature 
is full of evidence suggesting 
that the quality of our rela- 
tionships and the social sup- 
port we have has an effect on 
a number of different areas, 
including stress, physical and 
emotional health, mortality, 
and breaking the cycle of 
child abuse. Schluter and Lee 
have made a significant con- 
tribution to our thinking, 
connecting our relationships 
with the possibility of a better 
way of life 

This book would be ideal 
for use with church house 
groups as each chapter raises 
interesting questions related 
to the lives we lead, and 
points to issues which as 
Christians we need to look at. 
Perhaps we might then realise 
that we can change things 
that need changing and that 
these changes will result in 
improving the quality of the 
relationships we have with 
people in all areas of our 
lives. Thus the quality of our 
lives, the lives of those 
around us and even of the 
world in which we live will be 
improved. 

Anne Lee 

Anne Lee is an academic psycholo- 
gist teaching and researching in 
Oxford. The R Option: Building 
Relationships as a Better Way of 
Life (£7.99) is obtainable from: The 
Relationships Foundation, Jubilee 
House, 3 Hooper Street, Cambridge 
CB1 2NZ Tel: 01223 566333 
www.relationshipsfoundation.org 

THE R OPTION 
MICHAEL SCHLUTER 
& DAVID JOHN LEE 
THE RELATIONSHIPS 
FOUNDATION, £7.99 
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Department of Antiquities 
Ashmolean Museum 
Oxford 



Roma Tearne * Artist in Resid#l 



Symbol of anguish and helplessness 

ROMA TEARNE, Leverhulme Artist in Residence at the 
Ashmolean Museum, has set up an installation in Oxford's 
University Church of St Mary the Virgin to expresses the anguish 
and helplessness felt by her and many people about the events in 
Iraq. Called D.O.B. - D.O.D. it consists of 500 glass phials con- 
taining a small amount of liquid and lit by 500 miniature white 
lights. They stand on a waxed white board and from each of the 
phials hangs a tiny label containing date of birth and date of 
death. All the deaths have occurred recently. 

'In D.0.B.-D.0.D. the clear liquid represents sorrow. Each of the 
500 glass jars stands silently for a human life, the presence of 
energy spent and also its absence. The boards on which the jars 
are placed have been painted with melted candle-wax. They are 
scuffed as though touched during prayer. Without this and without 
the lights there would be no hope left/ says Roma Tearne. 

D.O.B. -D.O.D. 2 on display in the Near East Gallery of the 
Ashmolean Museum mourns the loss of '7000 years of archaeo- 
logical treasures' in Iraq because of looting and destruction. 
D.O.B. - D.O.D will be in the University Church (9am to 5pm) 
until 8 May. 



Love and Slaughter on the farm 

LOVE and Slaughter by Angela Huth (Little, Brown, 

£16.99) is a love story, but it is set against the background of 
the very real events facing the farming community in the run up 
to and during the Foot and Mouth Crisis. The author lives in 
Oxford, but spent several months living in Devon researching 
the background and was moved by the very real stories of 
human misery and disaster facing the farming community. As a 
result the treatment of the issues gives an authentic picture of 
the pain and anguish of farming in recent years. 

Having spent much of the year of foot and mouth listening to 
farmers and hearing details of what they went through, the 
novel brought back those stories and that pain. It was all the 
more salutary a novel as a result. I recommend it as one of those 
examples of a clever mixture of fiction and fact, which will 
entertain and educate, and which is far more than an ‘aga saga’. 

Glyn Evans 

Canon Glyn Evans is Diocesan Rural Officer. This is an extract from a 
review he wrote for Diocese's Rural News, Autumn 2002. 



A robust cleric with vision 



TO the uninitiated, 
‘Basingstoke’ may evoke a sim- 
ilar question to that posed 
about Nazareth in first century 
Palestine. ‘Can any good thing 
come out of . . . ?’ but one of 
the delights of this short 
account (141 pages) of the life 
and times of Walter de Merton 
is that it helps understand the 
places in the chronology of his 
life as well as the character of 
the man himself. 

Walter emerges as a person of 
great energy and vision. As a 
medieval cleric he enjoyed a 
career in Church and State, 
including being a Canon of St. 
Paul’s, an Archdeacon of Bath 
and Chancellor of England. 
Then, at the age of 74, when 
21st Century episcopal wimps 
have mostly crept off into 
retirement, he was made Bishop 
of Rochester, and it was while 
travelling three years later that 
he was probably thrown from 
his horse, and died. 

The account of his death is a 
charming little piece of historical 
research which the author has 
clearly enjoyed discovering and 
putting together; while the main 
body of the work is gathering 
the story into a readable and 
simple form for the non-histori- 
an with an interest in history. 

One of Walter’s greatest 



achievements was the founda- 
tion of Merton College. 
Michael Franks provides us 
with fascinating glimpses of 
the evolution of the University 
of Oxford in the 13th century, 
as well as the charm-manage- 
ment skills of Walter himself. 
His vision was a better educat- 
ed clergy, and a well-endowed 
university system; a vision 
many in both Church and 
State will warm to today; and 
the story of the Foundation 
merits a chapter to itself. 

The book is well produced, 
liberally scattered with por- 
traits, maps, photographs and 
other illustrations and images. 
Profits will go to Merton 
College Development Fund 
and it is available from some 
bookshops and from the Alden 
Press, 01865 253200 or 
sales@alden.co.uk. 

Vincent Strudwick 

Canon Vincent Strudwick is a 

Fellow of Kellogg College, Oxford 




THE CLERK OF 
BASINGSTOKE - A 
LIFE OF WALTER DE 
MERTON. MICHAEL 
FRANKS., ALDEN £12 



The Story of Baptists in Oxford, 1653 - 2003 

DISSENTING VOICES, an exhibition to mark the 350th 
anniversary of an Oxford city centre church and its influence in 
the lives of individuals and in city, national and international 
affairs, is on at the Museum of Oxford, Blue Boar Street. 

The story of New Road Baptist Church begins in the turbu- 
lent years following the Civil Wars and picks up the voices of 
dissent which non-conformity raised in response to the domi- 
nance of the University and the established Church. These voic- 
es spoke of the need for the education of poor children in the 
city and surrounding villages, the campaign to abolish slavery, 
the integration of the new work force in Cowley, and the devel- 
opment of a ministry of care at the centre of the modem city. 
Exhibition open until Saturday 31 May 2003:Tuesday to Friday 10 - 4; 
Saturday 10 — 5; Sunday 12 - 4. 



Ladies, do you have to change your bedding during the 
\ night because of night time sweats or incontinence? 

You need the sheet protector that goes on top of your bottom 
sheet, stops wetness from seeping into the sheet & mattress. No 
ties, no plastic. Comfortable to use & easy to machine wash. Soft 
quilted cotton/poly surface, absorbent inner layer & 100% 
waterproof barrier with non-slip backing. Replace with a fresh one 
in seconds. Also suitable for children. 

Single size approx 30” x 33” £19 - buy 2 for £34 - save £4 
Double size approx 52" x 34” £39 - buy 2 for £74 - save £4 
Post: WellCare 7, Monmouth Place, Bath BA1 2AU 
Call free: 0808 100 3133 Mon / Fri 8.30am to 4.45pm 
Please make cheques or postal orders payable to “WellCare” 

Full money back guarantee if returned unopened within 28 days. 



please ring 

Sue Williams 



on: 






fax: 01927 1121112 

E-mail: 



Word (or Life Trust 

The House of Bread, Ross Road, Christchurch, 
(Forest of Dean), Nr. Coleford, Glos 
10 a 11 May, Saturday 10am - 4pm 
Weekend Course - "Port 1 of Prayer Ministry 8 
Christian Counselling Skills". (Level 1) 

17 a 18 May, Saturday 10am - 4pm 
Weekend Course - "Part 2 of Prayer Ministry 8 
Christian Counselling Skills". (Level 1) 

24 May, Saturday 10am - 4pm 
Teaching Day - "Reaching in to Reach Out" 
Practical training in evangelism skills. 

23 a 25 May, Friday 7pm - Sunday 4pm 
Healing Retreat - "The Lord My Redeemer" 

31 May - 1 June, Saturday 10am - Sunday 4pm 
Weekend Course - "Ministering to those with 
Addictions , Obsessions and eating disorders" 

6 June, Friday 10am - 4pm 
Quiet Day - "Shalom" 

7 a 8 June, Saturday 10am - Sunday 4pm 

Weekend Course - "Part 3a of Prayer Ministry 8 
Christian Counselling Skills". (Level 1) 
Prayer Ministry Days - every Wednesday 
with teaching , worship and personal prayer 
Quiet days - first Friday of each month 
Time and space to listen to Cod 
For further details please telephone the 
Word (or Life Trust office on: 

01594 837744 or Email: courses@wflt.org 
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Cober Hill 

Neivlands Road , Cloughton, 
Scarborough Y013 OAR 

First class ETC 3 Diamond accommodation 
set between the moors and coast. 

There really is something for everyone at 
Cober Hill; including: 

• weekend breaks 

• midweek specials 

• themed holidays 

• traditional summer holidays 

Offering quiet gardens, comfortable surroundings, 
good food and pleasant company, Cober Hill is 
the perfect location for getting away from it all. 
Please contact us for a brochure . 

Tel: 01723 870310 Fax: 01723 870271 

Website: <www.coberhill.co.uk 
Email: enquiries @coberhill. co.uk 




A Quality Retirement Residence 




Located on the edge of Charminster, one mile from Dorchester, this fully 
modernised home stands in 272 acres of beautiful gardens with rural views. The 
Manor provides quality living in a comfortable and caring environment for 
elderly people whom cannot or choose not to fend for themselves. There is 24 
hour staffing, nurse call system and all rooms en-suite. A high standard of food 
is a speciality of the Manor with many guests dining with relatives and friends. 
In the grounds are two sheltered accommodation suites with full “hotel” services 
provided by the Manor for the more independent. 

Due to demand the Manor’s accommodation was recently extended with 8 
more ground floor en suite residential rooms and 5 assisted living suites. All 
with garden views and fully registered for care. Additionally a new sun 
lounge and conservatory were added together with l h mile of garden paths. 

If you wish to check for vacancies, or would like to receive a brochure 
or visit, please contact: 




Sandra & Keith Shaw 

Wolfeton Manor, Charminster, Dorset DT2 9QL 

Tel: 01305 262340 Fax: 01305 257915 

E mail: - shaw.wolfeton@tesco.net. 





the Door closes 



World Church 



News from Iraq’s 
Christian community 



ON 31 March Bartulla, a 
Christian village near Mosul in 
Iraq, was bombed when Coalition 
planes hit the local Ba'ath Party 
headquarters. Reports state that 
20 Christians were killed and 75 
were wounded. 

You won't find the word 'Iraq' in 
your Bible but it is very much a 
Biblical country - the Old 
Testament's Mesopotamia, the 
site of Nineveh and the Tower of 
Babel and the location of the 
Garden of Eden. Tradition says 
that the Apostle Thomas converted 




Children’s church choir in Iraq 



the Assyrian King and many Iraqi 
Christians are ethnic Assyrians, the 
original people of Iraq. There are 
14 denominations in Iraq including 
the Ancient Church of the East 
dating from the first century. 

The total population of Christians 
in Iraq has dropped from 1.5 mil- 
lion to 700,000 since the last Gulf 
War. Many Christians fled the 
country under the pressures of 
Saddam Hussein's regime, UN 
sanctions and hostility from 
Muslim extremists. However, Iraq 
is a secular state and Christians 
have been relatively well treated. 
Tariq Aziz, the deputy prime min- 
ister, is a Christian. 

Iraq's Christian community, half 
of whom reside in areas under the 
control of Saddam Hussein's 
regime, and half in the Kurdish 
areas of the north, have been suf- 
fering alongside their Muslim 
neighbours in the war in Iraq. The 
main problem is the anxiety 
caused by bombing which is 
occurring 24 hours a day in some 
areas. People are very afraid, sleep 
is difficult, children are distressed. 
Schools have been closed on gov- 
ernment instructions, and reports 
of weapons being stored in these 



civilian buildings causes worry that 
they will be targeted for attack. 

The Air Centre in Baghdad situ- 
ated in a Christian area of the city 
was destroyed and much damage 
was suffered. One senior Christian 
leader had the windows and doors 
of his home blown in by the blast. 

People are forbidden to gather in 
groups and there are armed men 
on street comers to enforce this 
edict. In any case constant bomb- 
ing is also causing people to stay 
at home. Consequently church 
meetings have been cancelled 
apart from services on Sunday 
and Friday mornings. 

Many Christians have left 
Baghdad to return to their ances- 
tral homelands in the north of Iraq 
until the war is over. They are being 
housed in churches, schools and 
people's homes. Some Christians 
have also fled into Syria. 

Alongside the general grief and 
distress Muslim and Christian 
Iraqis are suffering, Christians 
also fear that they could be made 
the innocent victims of revenge 




A street scene in Baghdad 



attacks from angry Muslim neigh- 
bours. On 4 May the Anglican 
Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf 
Prayer Fellowship focusses on 
Iraq. We are asked to pray for its 
people and especially for protec- 
tion for Hanna Abu latif, the care- 
taker at St George's Church, 
Baghdad and for his family. 

This information has been supplied by the 
Barnabas Fund ' an interdenominational 
charity providing information \ practical 
and prayer support to suffering Christians 
in the Muslim World. Please bear in mind 
that the situation may have changed by 
the time you read thsi article. See also 
their website www.barnabas fund.org 



Children’s recipe for peace 



PUPILS from the eight 
Church of England schools in 
Milton Keynes drew the atten- 
tion of shoppers and passers- 
by around The Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone on 8 
April. Up to 650 children, 
aged from four to 12 
years, were waiting patiently to 
find their places in the church 
for an end of term Easter 
Service for this section of the 



family of schools in Oxford 
Diocese. 

In a young town, a young 
tradition is developing, an 
annual drawing together of 
Church schools sharing their 
common heritage in celebra- 
tion. And the schools are keen 
to sustain the tradition. Out of 
the buses and coaches they 
stepped; little ones looking 
around at the size of it all. 



older ones confident because 
they had been here last year. 

There was only just enough 
room for everyone, sitting on 
the vast wood floor in a great 
arc, with all the day’s light 
playing on the curve of the 
altar as the Diocesan Director 
of Schools, Danny Sullivan 
( pictured centre left) welcomd 
everyone. 

Soon, the words and songs 




All photos: Frank Blackwell 




filled the height. Songs the 
children knew, ringing out, 
and spoken words they had 
drawn together on the theme 
of Peace. Symbolic white 
doves and green leaves of 
hope were placed at the front 
for all to see and the service 
wound its way through reflec- 
tions in poetry, prose and 
prayers, about peace in the 
family, in school and in the 
wider community. Pupils had 
decided to focus on universal 
ideas, drawing on their own 
experiences. 

They spoke eloquently, with- 
out sentimentality, of the 
hurry and scurry of life and 
the calming effects of gentle 
words and deeds. Young voic- 
es, unphased by the venue and 
the sea of listeners, spoke with 
clear authority and inspira- 
tion. There were even ‘Recipes 
for Peace’ - very nourishing! 

For this special occasion, a 
very special guest. The Bishop 
of Buckingham, Mike Hill 
( pictured near left), joined the 
schools for the last time before 
his move to Bristol and cap- 
tured everyone’s attention 
with his address. There was a 
surprise presentation to 
Bishop Mike, from staff and 
pupils who have really appre- 
ciated his involvement with 
their schools. 

Gill Allison, 

Diocesan Schools Adviser 

The schools who were there 

Cold Harbour Church of 
England Combined School 
Newton Blossomville Church 
of England School v 
North Crawley Church of 
England School 
St Andrew's Church of 
England School, Great Linford 
St Mary and St Giles Church 
of England School 
Sherington Church of England 
School 

Stoke Goldington Church of 
England School 
Wavendon Church of England 
School 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL ft FAX: (01865) 722022 

Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 




COTSWOLD 

Wildlife Park 



• and Gardens • 

From ANTS to RHINOS in 
160 Acres of Parkland 

PLUS: 

★ ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
★ CHILDREN’S FARMYARD 
★ CAFETERIA ★ INDOOR EXHIBITS 

OPEN EVERY DAY from 10am except 25th Dec 



Burford, Oxon OX18 4JW 
Tel: (01993) 823006 

Open daily from 10am. Mid-way between 
Oxford & Cheltenham 
www.cotswoldwildiifepark.co.uk 



Greenway 

Antiques 



ANTIQUES AND DECORATIVE 
OBJECTS BOUGHT 
AND SOLD. ALSO 

GARDEN TORE D 

RCCKIKS HORS! 

RELATED 
ITERS, STA0OLE 
STONES. STONE 
TROUGHS ETC 90 CORN STREET, WITNEY, 

OXON. 0X28 6BU 

Tel: 01993 705026 




A Member 
of C.A.D.A 



From Sound 
to Silence 



m 



Enter into silence more deeply through song, 
poetry and meditation. The day will include 
chants and readings from Christian, Sufi and 
other traditions, and time to enjoy being in this 
sacred setting. 

with Wren Hughes and Janet Lake 
Sat 31st May 10am - 5pm 
£35 Bring lunch to share 

Please phone to book: 01235 847401 

The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay 
Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 4AF 

Registered Charity No. 278687 



'So if you have been raised with 
Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God’ 

Colossians 3:1 

THE joy of Easter runs 
through the lectionary read- 
ings for May, as we should 
expect. Then it culminates in 
the Ascension, right at the end 
of the month. 

Modern, literalist minds 
seem to find enormous prob- 
lems with the idea of Jesus 
going ‘up’ into heaven, back 
to the Father - as he had told 
his disciples he would. But if 
we see the Ascension as the 
inevitable and final act of tri- 
umph in the story of the 
Messiah we shall also see that 
the story would be incomplete 
without it. 

We know that the incarna- 
tion came to an end. Jesus of 
Nazareth is no longer on this 
earth, not still treading the 
lanes of Galilee or making his 
way through the noisy streets 
and squares of Jerusalem. He 
said that he would return to 
his Father, and he did. 




by David Winter ^ 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



It was, of course, a journey 
from the finite world of earth 
to the infinite glory of heaven, 
and in that sense it was a jour- 
ney ‘upward’, just as we speak 
of going ‘up’ to London or a 
student of going ‘up’ to 
Oxford. It wasn’t rocketry or 
first century space travel, but 
the prototype of all our jour- 
neys from the finite to the infi- 
nite, from the kingdoms of this 
world to the kingdom of heaven. 



Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism, a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Message for the 
Millennium (BRF). 



Where he went, we can fol- 
low. Just as we are called to 
share in his cross and resur- 
rection - events symbolised in 
baptism - so we share in his 
ascension. 

Later this month the Church 
commemorates two great 
English Christians whose min- 
istry is part of the heritage of 
us all, John and Charles 
Wesley (24 May). This year; 
indeed, a memorial will be 
dedicated in Christ Church to 
these remarkable brothers, 
who through the preaching of 
the one and the hymnody of 
the other changed the face of 
the Church in Britain. 
Charles, as usual, has just the 
words to illuminate the mean- 
ing for us of the resurrection 
of Jesus: 

Soar we now where Christ 
has led , 

Following our exalted 
Head; 

Made like him , like him 
we rise ; 

Ours the cross , the grave, 
the skies. 








